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The flyle of Printing and ge- 
neral appearance of this Vo- 
lume have been adopted, as 
they were in the firfl Part of 
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the Diary y merely to be in ac- 
cordance with the Defign of 
the Author, who in this Work 
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the Seventeenth 




Century. 
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Some remaining Por- 
tions of the Diary of 

Lady Willoughby. 
1 648, 



Ave receaved no further 
Newes of my hard fince I 
heard from him that he 
was made Vice Admirall in the Duke 
of Tor he's Fleete, There is a report 
that the Duke has faild for Holland. 

A Friend doth write that a Letter 
from the Prince of Wales to the 
Speaker of the Lords has beene read 
in the Houfe, giving aflurance that 

he 
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Aug. 15, 
Tuejdaj. 



AUg« l6y 

Wednejday, 
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1648. he will endevour his part with the 
King for a good Settlement : Alfo 
he fpeakes of divers marchant Vef- 
fels feized ; one of thefe Ships it was 
underftood was full of Gold, and was 
captured by the Lord Willoughby. I 
have this fatisfadtion in that as he doth 
hold this publicke Station, fhould 
any great mif-chance befall him, 
notice would be taken thereof, 

Difcouraged under many difficul- 
ties, and in an efpeciall manner tried 
by the ignorance in which I am day 
unto day, of my deare Hujband's 
prefent fortune, be it ill or well; 
pray to be preferved in Faith : if not 
thus held up, how ofte fhould I have 
beene difmayed andfunke beneath the 
weight of care and perplexitie. 

Auk. 19, This morning, as for feveral paft 
'"^ ^' dayes, awakened contrarie to my 

wont. 
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wont, with little fenfe of Refrefliment 
or renewed Strength; ufually the 
Night bringeth Reft to my wearied 
frame and Sleepe to mine eyes. Care- 
charming Sleepe^ fayth the Poet, 
Sweete Father of/oft Reft, as he hath 
it in another place ; but yefter night 
Sleepe was troubled by the ReftlelT- 
nefle of waking Thoughts, like the 
fwell of the Ocean after the Winds 
are ftilled : and lb the day, com- 
menced under this Depreffion of Spi- 
rit, didfeeme onelyas another burden, 
an added day of Tafke-worke to bee 
performed. Neither received I the 
fweete renewal of Truft and Hope 
from my Devotions, that is fo ofte 
gracioufly permitted me6 to enjoy ; 
neverthelefle I was preferved from 
the prefumptuous Sinne of repining. 
If for a time the light of His coun- 
tenance is withdrawne, who am I, 
the pooreft of His Creatures, that I 

fhould 
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Aug. 22, 
Tuefday. 
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fhould complaine, if my path, when 
it feemeth to Him good, fhould bee 
through the darke valley of Humi- 
liation ; fo I walked forrowfuUy on 
my way, uncomforted from within or 
from without ; thought on the text. 
In thy offliBions He is offliBed, and 
the Angel of his Prefence faveth thee, 
but this comfort feemed not intended 
for mee. 

Begin to doubt, that I have beene 
too readie to bee fatisfied with my- 
felf, and to fay to my foule Peace, 
peace, where there is no peace, and have 
not beene fo contrite and broken un- 
der a fenfe of Sinne ; and fo is it not 
unrepented Sinne which doth ftand 
betweene mee and the light of my 
Father^s Countenance ? Read the 
51ft Pfalm, but ftill felt in Dark- 
nefTe. 

To night hath God ipoken to mee 

by 
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by the voice of my little Child, It 
did chaunce that late in the evening 
I had occafion to give fome orders in 
the Nurferye, paffing by the bed I 
ftooped to kifle my little Girle as I 
afked her, had fhe fayd her Prayers 
to Nurfe ? She anfwered. No, I 
fayd them to God. I told her God 
will blefle little Children who pray 
to Him, and he lookes downe and 
fees us all. Yes, fhe anfwered, keep- 
ing the whiles faft hold on my apron, 
God fees Father in the Ship a long 
way off, and he fees me in Bed, and 
when I feel afFraid in the darke I fay, 
Pleafe God I am a good little Child 
fometimes. Except ye become as little 
Children ye cannot enter into the King- 
dome of Heaven. Lord, increafe my 
Faith. I believe , helpe thou mine un- 
beleefe. Why art thou caji downe, O 
my Soulcy and why art thou difquieted 
within mee f hope thou in God. Chaf- 

tened 
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tened but not without Hope, I goe 
to my Bed and lay mee downe in 
Peace, praying to become as a little 
Child. 

Much imprefled with a fenfe of 
the Divine Goodnefle towards us, 
whileft fo many are induring all the 
dreadfuU Calamities of Warre at their 
very doores, than which none have 
beene brought to fuch a height of 
Suffering as the poore befieged Peo- 
ple at Colchejier, for more than two 
moneths have they held out, till it is 
fayd the Cries of the flarving Women 
and Children are very great ; Num- 
bers are driven to the eating the flefh 
of Horfes and Dogges ; and of this 
now there is little left. One Woman 
got out of the Towne with her Chil- 
dren to begge from the Parliament 
Armie, and was driven backe. 

Now 
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Now they fay many hundreds of 
Women were let to come out of the 
Towne, and were then fired upon by 
Col. Rainjborough both with Cannon 
and Mufketts, according to fome not 
loaded with fhot, yet would not the 
Towne let them come backe : what 
did become of the poore Creatures ? 
Well may Ordinances be pafled for 
dayes of Publicke Humiliation to be- 
waile the Sinnes of the Nation : yet 
to what purpofe, when they goe on 
the more finning, as if they beleeved 
they could faft and pray away their 
Sinnes as eafily as wafh their hands. 
Keepe backe thy Servant from pre- 
fumptuous Sinnes. 

Heare to day that Colchejier has 
fiirrendered ; and that Sir George 
LHJle & Sir Charles Lucas were (hot, 
to retaliate it is fayd the fame Cruel- 
tie exercifed by them in like circum- 
ftances, . Good 
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Dec. 13, 
JVedneJday, 



Good old Dr. Samp/on called : he 
had heard it was reported that the 
King had made his Efcape from the 
I/le of Wight. 



Terrour 
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1648-9. 

Errour and amazement doe 
fill all Men*s minds, lb un- 
heard of a Crueltie did 
feeme impoflible, even by the King's 
bittereft Enemies ; furely the Judge- 
ments of the Lord will be drawn 
down upon this unhappie Countrey. 
What further Suffering fhall bee, wee 
know not, before the Nation is chaf- 
tifed and purged from its Iniquities. 
Renewed caufe of Thankfulnefle, 
that my beloved Hufiand6i6. betimes 
withdraw himfelf from the Councels 
of thefe Men : oft did he ufe to fay 
to mee, they could on no -pretence 
take the King's Life, how little can 

wee 
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wee forefee whereunto men's Paffion 
will lead them. 

My poore Fanny can fcarce fleepe 
at nights, fo befett is (hee with the 
Image of the murthered King : when 
the Newes were told of a fudden, 
(he nigh fainted. Die's Griefe hath 
more of Indignation, and hardly can 
fhee refraine wifhing to heare of fome 
fignal Vengeance being taken. Gave 
orders that the Houfehold fhould put 
afide and defift from their feveral 
Occupations, that the remainder of 
the Day might be kept with due 
Solemnitie befitting the fad occafion : 
at Evening Service all were fenfibly 
afFei^ed, at the feafonable Exhorta- 
tion of the Chaplaine on this awfuU 
Event. 

Heare with no fmall concernment 
that Coll. Hutchinfon was one of 
thofe who did put their Names to the 

Sentence 
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Sentence given againft the King : one 
of more honourable repute as aGhrif- 
tian and Gentleman I never heard 
fpeake of: wherefore it cannot be 
doubted but that he hath beleeved 
himfelf called upon by his Confcience 
to this AQc, and I would alfo hope, 
others like wife have beene conftrained 
to join in it againft their naturall 
feelings, but even Zeale in a good 
caufe requireth to be kept downe by 
a fober Judgement : fo long as the 
Flame burneth Heaven-ward, it is a 
pure and fhining Light ; but turned 
Earth- ward, it becometh a fierce and 
deftrudtive Fire. 

Letter from my Styier ; fhe fayth 
Proclamation hath been made, that 
whofoever fhall proclaime another to 
bee King, (hall be put to death as a 
Traitour. 

Fanny, who hath beene ailing of 
late, was yefter night fo feaverifh that 

I gave 
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Feb. 149 
Wtdnejderf, 



March 15, 
Tburjday, 



I gave her a compofing Draught, 
and (he keeps her bed to day. 

Fanny better ; think to give her a 
courfe of Bitters : my Mother did 
much recommend them taken fafting 
every Morning, 

More Executions ; the three Lords 
have beene beheaded : Lady Holland 
had ceafed not importuning for the 
KarVs life, and buoyed herfelf up 
with hope to the laft ; and when the 
High Court granted a Reprieve for 
two dayes, flie and other Ladies and 
Relatives of the Prifoners had great 
Expe<^ations there would be a Par- 
don, and -fo was it nearly carried in 
the Houfe : as the Speaker's was the 
cafting Vote, and he gave it againft 
him ; he having juft before by his 
Voice in favour of Lord Goring faved 
that bad Man, in regard of fome 

private 
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private Services hee had rendered to 
him : yet did caufe the Death of one 
who, though he might have done 
fome Wrong to his partie, had ever 
beene a Friend to the Poore and to 
thofe who were opprefled and per- 
fecuted for their Religion, and who 
was civil and courteous to all People. 
Some particulars were related to mee, 
by one who is well acquainted with 
one of my Lrd. Holland's Friends 
who did accompanie him to the 
Scaffold. 

Mr. Hodges had much difcourfe 
with him after his Sentence, being de- 
firous to comfort him. He would not 
fee his Wife and Children, faying it 
would adde too much to his Sorrow : 
he was for a while in great Agonic 
of minde in that he had not aflurance 
of Pardon for his Sinnes; but it 
pleafed God in his great Mercie to 
raife him up out of this afflidled con- 
dition. 
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1648-9. dition, and after paffing through a 
fevere conflidl of Spirit, he remained 
in a cheerefull frame of Minde to 
the end. He flept foundly the night 
before his Execution, infomuch he 
was with fome difficulty awakened ; 
he went to the Scaffold without (hew- 
ing any Feare ; and fhewed himfelf 
to the People, who were moved with 
forrow at the fight of him ; he tooke 
an affectionate leave of his Friends, 
and fo did fubmit to be put to Death. 
It is to mee matter of Amazement 
as well as of Sorrow, that Men pay 
io finall Regard to the right every 
man hath to his owne Life, which 
God hath given to him, and which 
Hee alone can take away. Ven- 
geance is not for Man, weake jmd 
erring; the Promife is given that 
Evil (hall be overcome of Good, not 
by Evil. 

The 
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The Time feemeth very long be- 
fore I can with reafon cxpe<a to heare 
from the Barbadoes. The Dutch 
Marchant Ships, it is reported in 
London^ failed in February. 

Fanny* s Health improves. Since 
(he hath had charge of the Still- 
room, fhe hath taken a pleafure in 
the Cultivation of the Plants, and 
hath enlarged the Herbe Garden. 
The Lavender flippes have ftrucke 
roote, and fhe hath good ftocke of 
Clove Gilloflov^ers ; a Neighbour 
hath promifed her an excellent Re- 
cipe for making a Conferve of thefe, 
obtained as a favour from Mr. Ge- 
rard^ the Chirurgian and Botanift, 
who fayth of it, that it is exceeding 
cordiall and wonderfully above mea- 
fure doth comfort the Heart, being 
eaten now and then. 

Her liking for Reading did lead to 

her 
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her over much Studie; I do blame 
myfelf for not giving more heed to 
the efFedt upon her Health : it feems 
that her Sifter was more fenfible in 
this matter, and did often indeavour 
to perfwade her to leave her Bookes. 
In fmall things as in greater, fo true 
is it that the right is a ftraight and 
narrow way. 

Our Nephews William and Henry 
ftaying with us, good Laddes in the 
maine ; and wee do expedt a ViiGte 
(hortly from my deare Coufin Mar- 
garet de la Fontaine : wee have not 
mett iince her Marriage. 

Receipe. The flowers of Laven- 
der picked from the knaps, I meane 
the blew part and not the hufke, 
mixed with Cinnamon, Nuttmeg, 
and Cloves, made into Pouder and 
given to drinke in the diftilled Water 

thereof. 
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thereof, prevaileth againftGiddinefie. 
Conferve of the Flowers made with 
fugar. 

This Recipe given to mee by Mr. 
Gerard's Aunte, 

Mr. Gerard doth recommend for 
a Cold and Cough, or fore Throate, 
a Decoftion of Hyffope, made with 
Figges added ; or Figges boiled, and 
Honie and Rue added thereto. 

/•^ 11%.. 
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May 24, 
Saturday, 




His our Wiedding day : a 
fweete morning; rofe early: 
firft Thoughts faddened by 
the abfence of him, who is indeed 
firft in my Hearte, but not here to 
give the welcomings of Love fo pre- 
cious to mee ; fo fweet to receive and 
lay up w^ith recoUeftions of other 
like Endearments to live upon in 
Abfence, preferved,as fome one faith, 
in theMemorie as in a Cabinet richly 
ftored, garnered in Faith, and fafely 
locked with the Key of a loving 
Conftancie : and truly can I fay, no 
Miftruft hath ever fallen upon our 
deare AfFedtion for each other. Al- 
though 



Lady Willoughby. 

though in looking backe through thefe 
fixteene Yeares now paft, to the early 
part of my wedded Life, I do per- 
ceave that there was on my part 
ibme Conftraint and an over feare of 
dilpleafing, and haply fome Perver- 
fitie of Temper, that made fome 
things appeare as UnkindnefTes that 
were not fo intended ; yet was it I 
truly beleeve more through Igno- 
rance and the newnefle of my Situa- 
tion. My deare M?M^r had exercifed 
fuch a tender Care over me, that like 
a timid bird no more flieltered by 
the parent Wing from the rough 
Winds and pitilefTe Storme, I was 
affrighted, and oft times would faine 
have returned to the Arke. But the 
olive Branch appeared above thefe 
darke Waters, and was found to be 
a fure Refting Place for the fole of 
my Foot, and its roots were firmely 
fixed, and it hath flood firme. Wee 

have 
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have need of two faiths, faith in hu- 
mane AfFediion, and the higher faith, 
in Divine Wifdome and Love : Lord^ 
I beleeve^ help Thou mine unbeleefey is 
the earneft fupplication of myHearte. 
Ohif weev^rere conftant in this praier, 
how manie feeble Knees would be 
ftrengthed, how many hard and re- 
bellious Thoughts be kept downe. 

Sixteene yeares ago, I do well re- 
member the morning was like this : 
the Sunne flione brightly, and my 
Sifters did thinke mee happie to be 
the choice of the brave Lord Wil- 
loughby ; his comelinefle and youth 
made him to bee greatly admired by 
them, as hee was by manie others. 
Since that day how much hath come 
to pafle : Trouble and Difficulties to 
overcome not a few : then my firft 
Child borne, bringing new hope and 
a Joy unfpeakable ; but the fweete 
Bloflbme was early nipped, and the 

cup 
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cup of joy daflied from my lippes : 165 1. 
Oh Gody thou knoweft what I fuf- 
fered, that my Faith was tried to the 
uttermoft, and for a while failed ; but 
Thy Mercie and Truth failed not : 
Other Children were given to us, 
lent and gracioufly fpared : My deare 
and excellent M?M^rtooke her peace- 
full departure; this a Sorrow, but 
not a Sorrow without Hope, no Bit- 
ternefle was in it ; h^r Worke was 
ended, and I had no wifli to keepe 
her from her Reft. Precious Mother! 
I humbly hope I have not been in- 
fenfible of my privileges : I think I 
may fay that under a fenfe of my 
owne favoured Lot in this refped:, I 
have alwayes felt much tender Soli- 
citude for fuch as are early deprived 
of maternal Care, whether knowne 
or unknowne to mee. 

During this long period I have 
had the Happinefle of feeing my be- 
loved 
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loved Hujband zealous and adtive for 
the Publicke Good, and protedted 
through many Dangers ; and though 
very frequent have beene our Separa- 
tions, and this laft the moft diflant 
and perillous ; yet have they beene 
mercifully , permitted to his greater 
Safety. Thus in cafting this back- 
v^rard looke over paft yeares, I am led 
to acknov^rledge v^ith Thankfulnefle 
the gracious dealings of our Heavenly 
Father to us, and eipecially would I 
note my Hujband' s timely Withdrawal 
from a party of Men who have fallen 
into the Snare ipread by worldly 
Pride and Ambition, and in the 
end brought about the Death of the 
King. 

Oft have I beene caft downe as 
the Sinne and Suffering, that doe fo 
fearefully abound, were from time 
to time brought before mee ; but 
ftrength hath beene given mee to 

endure. 
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endure, and praife be unto Him who 
hath vouchfafed a meafure of Faith, 
whereby the difcipline of Life is now 
viewed in a more cheereful fpirit, 
and its burdens and imperfeftions 
borne with lefle of Impatience as 
Yeares do encreafe, and I am able 
more entirely to acknowledge that 
the judgements of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether: and if fo in 
mine owne experience, may I not 
truft that in Publicke Affaires in like 
manner, Man's doings are working 
out the purpofes of the Lord of Lords 
and King of Kings ; that the Nation, 
when it fliall have pafTed through 
this Fire of tribulation and anguifli, 
fhall rife up in a newe and righteous 
Libertie, and bee at Peace. 

But little to add this evening to 
the foregoing : after fervent Suppli- 
cation for my deare abfent Love, 
went downe flairs and was met by 

the 
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the deare Children, each of them 
with a Pofie of flowers, Cowflips, 
Primrofes, and Hawthorne; and 
Fanny had gathered fome of more 
raritie from her garden. Die was 
eager to know the number of Yeares ] 
we have been maried, that flie might 
give dire<Stions for the fame number 
of Pies to be made, according to the 
cuilome in thefe Parts, that there 
fhould be fet on the Table a Pie for 
every Yeare that a couple have beene 
maried, and flie and her^Sifter ranne 
away to order 1 6 Pies : They are 
kindly hearted and gladfome crea- 
tures, and moft dutiful! and comfort- 
ing Children. 

Received tidings that the Ship in 
which my Hujband did faile, hath 
reached Barbadoes. Thankes be unto 
the Lord who hath brought them 
unto their defired Haven. 

The 
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The deare Letter yefternight hath 
filled my Hearte with Joy and Thank- 
fulnefle, 

Moft Deare Wife, 

Wee came to anchor in Carlijle 
Bay, in fomewhat more than two 
moneths after we left Holland. We 
fell (hort of Water, having but 
halfe a Barrel when wee came in 
fight of Land, and were fl:ill worfe 
oflF for Forrage, and were forced 
to take the Straw out of the men's 
cabines, and mix it with fhavings 
of Deale boards to give the Horfes 
to eate. We kept ourfelves con- 
cealed fome dayes, confidering it 
the more prudent, till we had all 
in readineflfe. Wee then appeared 
in good force and proclaimed the 
King. Numbers joined us, and 
my Commiflion met with due re- 
fped:. I fend this Letter by the 

Mafl:er 
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Mafter of a Ship failing to London. 
Sweete Life and my deare Chil- 
dren, may it fare well with you. 
During the wearifome Voyage, 
plans did fuggeft themfelves of 
your joining mee here, but I knowe 
not how you would endure the 
hardfllip and dangers of the Paf- 
fage. The Climate of this Ifland 
is not fo unhealthy as in fome 
others. I hope . Parliament will 
not withdraw the Graunt, it would 
caufegreate trouble with thofe who 
accepted it in Settlement of De- 
mands againft mee, and might put 
my deare Hearte to inconvenient 
Straites for Money. Wee are like 
to have unfriends in both Houfes ; 
it may not bee fafe to fay more. 
Give mee whatfoever Newes of 
the King can be depended on. I 
cannot beleeve the prefent ftate of 
Affaires will laft long. The heate 

is 
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is greate, never theleffe my Health 
is good, in the which I do heartily 
rejoyce, knowing there is One who 
will be much comforted herein, 
Whofe I am in all 
faithfuU AfFed:ion, 

Willoughby. 

It is reported, and I feare mee 
truely, that Sir George Ajkew hath 
fet faile for Barbadoes^ to take that 
Ifland and others thereabout from the 
King^s Friends. How may I endure 
the thought that again my beloved 
Hujband's Life is expofed to all the 
dangers and fufFerings of Warfare, 
and this at fo great diftance, that for 
Moneths I fhall be in ignorance whe- 
ther he yet live, I thought it well 
hee fhould be out of this poore Coun- 
trey, full of ftrife and bloodfhed, but 
the dangers of War re are every where. 
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Sept. 7, 
&inday. 



Word brought of a Fight at Wor- 
cejier^ and fome fay the Prince is 
flaine. 



Sept. 10, 
fFednefday. 



The rumours that the Prince of 
Walesy or more rightly the Kingy 
was flaine after the Battaile, not true, 
though he was wounded in the Hand. 
He fled from Worcefier^ and it is 
hoped he hath efcaped from his cruell 
Enemies, as no one knows where he 
is. A Meflenger kindly fent by Mr. 
Tobias Bridge^ who fetts out for Lon- 
don to morrow, and hath engaged to 
fend to my Hujband a Letter thro' a 
fafe channel by meanes of a Friend 
of his, a confiderable Marchant in 
the Citicy who hath undertaken this 
out of regard to the Lord Willoughbyy 
who did fhew fome kindnefle to a 
neare Kinfman of his at the Siege of 
Newarky which he hath not forgot- 
ten. Have writt to my Hujband in 

fuch 
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fuch termes as I thought moft like 
to have weight with him that he 
would yeeld up the Place; telling 
him, that the moft zealous Friends 
of the King do now give up all hope ; 
that his Wife and Children wearie 
of his abfence, and are kept in con- 
tinual Feare for him ; and that as I 
never had wiflied to hold him backe 
from what he judged to bee his duty, 
fo nowhee might beleeve that I would 
not urge him to a courfe difhonour- 
able, or that would injure others. 
Likewife I added that all his Friends 
did agree with me in this opinion. 
Eafier in mind having taken this 
fteppe, fo much more hopeful to 
the Spirit is action, let the thing 
done towards the defired end be ever 
fo fmall or by ever fo weake a hand, 
than to remaine, as my lot hath 
moftly beene, unable to do ought; 
not even to holde a cup of water to 

the 
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the lippes of him who while I write 
thefe Wordes may be lying wounded 
or dying. 

In a Letter from my Sifter flie 
fayth, one told her who was prefent 
in the Houfe when Letters were re- 
ceived from Parts containing divers 
curious Particulars of the King's Ad- 
ventures and Efcape. Hee and my 
Lord Wilmot were fo fore puflied 
that on the fecond day's march from 
Worjler they betooke themfelves into 
the Woods, and did fleepe two nights 
in a Tree, and whileft there fome 
Souldiers came clofe by, but fawthem 
not. Hee had other marvellous Ef- 
capes ; and owed his Safetie to a 
Gentlewoman who dilguifed him; 
fhe cut oiF his Haire, and put Serv- 
ing Man's c4othes on him, and a Per- 
riwig (hereat, as this curious hiftorie 
was read aloud, fome of the Mem- 
bers 
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bers refrained not from laughing), 
he was mounted on a Horfe, and flie 
did ride behind him on a Pillion. 
That which does feeme mofl: won- 
derfuU, the King was in London^ and 
walked about drefled in a Gentle- 
man's habite, and did even look into 
Wejiminfier Hall. The Lord Wil- 
mot at length did procure a Marchant 
Ship; and the King followed him 
into a Houfe, when to their great 
terrour the Mafter of the Veflel came 
to them and fayd he knew the King. 
They prevailed with Money and 
Promifes, and failed for Harvre de 
Gras. This Relation did feeme fo 
full of wonder and mercy towards 
the poore young Kingy who doubt- 
lefle would have beene flaine had he 
beene taken, that I have thought it 
well to copie the fame from my Sif- 
ter's Letter. 
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Death of Colonel Ireton is much 
lamented : he did compaffionate the 
deplorable condition and miferies of 
the People of Ireland; and in this 
barbarous Warfare fhe wed more Mer- 
cie than fome others. 



Newes 
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1651-2. 

Ewes fent mee that Letters 
have beene received by the 
Houfe \)[i'dX Sir George Afcue 
had reduced the Barbadoes : and like- 
wife there was read a Copie of an 
Adl of the Lord Willoughby and the 
Aflembly, for fequeftring Eftates. 
This will, I feare mee, inflame peo- 
ple's mindes the more againft him. 

My Lord Say and Seale hath fent 
mee fuch particulars as have come to 
hand. Sir George had taken many 
Ships, and fired at the Caftell; and 
they in the Caftell (hot at him and 
killed one man. Then he fent a 

Summons 
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Tuejday. 
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Saturday. 
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165 1-2. Summons to the Lord Willoughby, 
who made anfwer that hee would 
keepe the place for the Kingy who 
he was informed was neare London, 
and that all the Countrey came in to 
him : this it is fuppofed he had beene 
told by the Dutch. Offers were 
made of Indemnitie, and great per- 
fuafion ufed to bring over the People 
to the Parliament. It was expedled 
that Sir George A/cue would waite 
fome dayes, in the hope that the 
IJland would furrender, before he 
attempted to land his Forces. 

Alas ! I know its brave Governour 
too well to doubt what courfe hee 
will take. May the Lord have mer- 
cie upon us, nothing is there for mee 
to doe but to keepe neare to the ever- 
lafting Arme that can fupport the 
weakcft of his creatures, and fave in 
the midfl of the greateft Dangers. 
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Mifs thefaithfuUoverfightof -^//r^, 
tho' of late flie had becne too infirme 
to do much. My Brother William 
and his Familie make us a large 
Houfehold : and to keepe a well 
ordered and well provided Houfe is 
no fmall charge. Since my Brother 
compounds for the Eftates, I am re- 
lee ved from Ibme perplexitie. Poore 
old Alice y her Death was timely, had 
fhe lived to heare of the Execution 
of the King^ it would have gone farre 
to breake her hearte. 



1652. 

March 25, 
Tburjdty, 



l^he 'Diurnal doth containe the re- 
port that Sir George A/cue hath taken 
Barbadoes. 



March 27, 
Saturday, 



Eclipfe of the Sunne : many have 
been infedled with feare of fome 
greate Calami tie or Difturbance to 
happen at this time, and would not 
goe out to their Worke, or leave 

their 
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their Houfes : the darknefs was fo 
great one could not fee to reade a 
bookc without the light of a Candle. 
No Ty dings of my deare Hujband: 
and my very Soule is ficke with 
waiting and liftening to catch the 
lighteft Rumour. 

My Friends have fent mee all the 
Information they could obtaine ; and 
my hearte is bowed downe with 
Thankfulnefle for the mercifuU and 
wonderfuU Prefervation of that pre- 
cious Life^ the objeft of daily prayer 
and fupplication. It doth appeare 
that my Lord did refufe to fubmit to 
the Summons of Surrender thrice 
demanded by Sir George Afcue^ who 
thereupon did land fome Troopes : 
the Lord Willoughby made a gallant 
Defence, but by reafon of the Dark- 
nefle, they thought the Enemie were 
in number more than they were, and 

the 
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the Seamen running up with great 
fhouts, they were fo amazed they 
gave way : the Parliament Forces 
purfued them to Fort Royal, which 
they ftormed, and were joined by 
Colonel Muddiford and his Friends ; 
following this Example, they did 
engage to live or die with the Par- 
liament. The Lord Willoughby find- 
ing this, marched up to them with 
all the Force he could make ; and 
whileft that he held a Councell of 
Warre, one of the Enemies great 
Gunnes fhot in at the doore and car- 
ried away the Sentinell's head. A 
Treatie has beene concluded, Pro- 
tedlion being granted to the Lord 
Willoughby J Colonel Walrundy and 
divers others for the keeping their 
Eftates in England or elfe where. 
Surely I may hope to have a Letter 
fhortly. Chofe out for my portion 
of Scripture the 103d Pfalm. What 

fhall 



37 
1652. 



1652. 



April 8, 
Tburjday, 



April 9, 
Friday, 



From the Diary of 



(hall I render to the Lord for all his 
benefits^ this crowning Mercie where- 
with he hath blciled mee ? 

To-day I had the great happineile 
of a Letter. My deare Hujband 
beareth bravely his ill Fortunes : he 
was entreated very courteoufly by Sir 
George. • My Lord doth purpofe re- 
turning by one of his owne Veflels, 
having Bufinefle to fettle in Surinam^ 
and in Antigua. 

Wingfield tells- mee he has had 
fome Newes of the Horfe that was 
ftolen laft weeke, and would go to Ipf- 
wich to-morrow, that being Market 
day ; told him not to be fparing of 
Reward on this occafion, I would ill 
like him to be loft : Bade Wingfield 
fee at the Weavers when the Linnen 
would be readie, alfo if the Flax was 
arrived. 

The 
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The Packman is long in coming 
his rounds, and my waiting woman is 
alarmed that her ftores of houfewife- 
rie will fcarce hold out; zxi^ Fanny 
is like to want imbroidery Silks, and 
doth watch his coming with impa- 
tience, as fomctimes he doth bring of 
Bookes a few fortes, and Ballads, 
which (he doth eagerly catch up ; & 
he had entered into fome promife of 
bringing for her a booke of Poems by 
a Mr. John Milton^ one that keepes a 
Schoole ztLondon^ the fame it is fayd, 
who did write the Image Breaker, 
a Booke that did excite the Indigna- 
tion of Vnanie ; that a man of parts 
and learning fhould defire to injure 
the memorie of one not onely a Mar- 
tyr, but who had manie rare qualities, 
and was our anointed King, albeit in 
that capacitie he did fome great 
Wrongs. The worke wa« little read, 
the while the fubjedt of his attack, 

the 
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the Eikon Bqfilike, did excite in peo- 
ple fuch true Sympathie, that it was 
read with Teares. A Friend did 
procure one for mee, which not onely 
doth ferve to cherifh a forrowful re- 
membrance of the heavy Trial and 
the Griefes of his late Majejiy^ but 
by the pietie and meeknefle^of the 
feveral Meditations, doth greatly tend 
to Edification and Improvement. 

No Tydings of the old Horfe to be 
heard at Ipfwich : Wing fie Id and one 
of the men are gone in another di- 
rection, fome miles on the Lowe/iqffe 
Road. 

The men returned this forenoon 
after two Dayes abfence, bringing 
with them the poore Animal, jaded 
and half ftarved ; hope he will looke 
in better condition before my Lord's 
return. A Man living at Saxmund-^ 
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haniy who had ferved in one of his 
Regiments, had feene the Horfe go 
through the Village, and knew it 
againe, and by this Clue they traced 
him. 
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Lizzy hath finifhed her Sampler ; 
her Sifter Die hath much credit for 
the fame, for the Patience \yith which 
fhee hath taught her this, and other 
Needle-worke. 

Reading our ufual portion of Holy 
Scripture this morning, after fome 
Remarks thereon, I felt encouraged 
to fay a few wordes to my Daughter 
Fanny. Shee hath leiTe of felf-will 
and heate of temper needing reftraint 
and watchfulneiTe than her elder Si/-- 
tery but falleth into Errour of another 
forte, feeming too well inclined to 
take her eafe, and fheweth an indif- 
ferency to fuch Purfuits as fuite not 
her Fancie, yet which are of good 

account 
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1652. account and Service in a Familie. 
Efpecially fhc hath of late againe 
addifted herfelf over-much to her 
Bookes, which, if not to the hurt of 
her Health as formerly was the cafe, 
caufeth her to bee fo enrapt in them, 
and in the indulgence of her own 
Imaginations, that flie neglefteth 
thofe fmall occafions wherein fhe 
might bee of Ufe or Pleafure to 
others, and at the fame time fecure 
Benefite to herfelf by being drawnc 
into little a6ts of Courtefie and Kind- 
nefle, which doe keepe alive and 
enlarge the kindly Difpofitions of 
our nature, and doubtlefle are foe in- 
tended by Him who hath planted 
mankind in Families. She did re- 
ceeve with meekenefTe this Reproof, 
acknowledging her fometime Neg- 
ligence, and her Temptation to the 
unprofitable fpending of her Time 
in fome particulars, and did confefle 

that 
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that haply her AfFed:ions had beene 
too highly fett on works of the Fancy 
and Imagination; although fhee fayd, 
they were fuch as for the moft part 
did containe manie^ pious and ver- 
tuous Meditations, and added with 
modefty, that (he believed the Minde 
was elevated and refrefhed by drink- 
ing at thefe Fountaines. The while 
fhe fpoke, raifing timidly her eyes 
& blufhing, as flie pleaded for fome 
Poets above others, more efpecially 
Mr. Edmund Spenfer^ one who hath 
indeed tuned his Lyre to the utter- 
ance of moft fweet Truths and deepe 
Philofophie, flie feemed not unaptly 
defcribed in his own Wordes : 

Ne in her Speech^ ne in her ^Haviour^ 
Was lightnejfefeeney or loofe Vainitie^ 
But gracious Womanhood and Gravitie 
Above the reafon of her youthly yeares. 

I can truly fay it is my defire, not 

through 
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1652. through an ovcr-ftridlnefle or mif- 
conftrudlion to narrow the benevo- 
lent dcfigns of the Creator toward 
his Creatures; hee, with bountifull 
Hand hath adorned the Heaven and 
the Earth with beautie^ and if he 
hath in a peculiar manner fitted fome 
Mindes to tafte hereof, and to ap- 
proach him by thefe ways of Plea- 
fan tneffe & Peace, doubtlefle it may 
bee to the attainment of the higheft 
Wifdome. Yet, like all things elfe 
in this World, hath it not its pecu- 
liar temptations, this keene Senfe of 
the BeautifuU and aptitude in the 
difcernment thereof? doth it not 
fometimes lead to a turning away 
from the rigid afpeft of Dutie, and 
minifter to felf-gratification under a 
faire difguifement, which maketh it 
unfufpeded of evill. The BeautifuU 
Gate of the Temple inviteth us to 
enter, but if fo be wee remaine at 

the 
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the portall, we prophane its facred 
purpofe. 

Once more the Poet cometh to my 
aide. 

T^he meanes thereforewhich unto us is lent 
Him to behold J is on his Workes to looke^ 
IVhich hee hath made in beautie excel- 

lent ; 
And in the fame, as in a Brazen Booie, 
To reade inregijiered in every nooke 
His Goodnefsj which His Beautie 

doth declare y 
Por all thafs good, is beautiful and 
faire. 

Through whatfoever ways we are 
led, how various Ibever may bee our 
Gifts, there is but one end, that we 
may all be brought to fee the Beautie 
of Holinefle, to perceave the Har- 
monie that doth exifl in the morall 
government of God, as in the vifible 
wonders and beauties of Creation, 

and 
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1652. and fo come to worfliip Him in Spirit 
and in Truth. 

May 15, There is like to be a poore Hay 
Saturdi^, harveft, no Raine as yet ; this long 
drought is a great concerne to Fan. 
Some of the Seeds flie hath fowne, 
fcarce to be feene ; what is more 
ferious, fodder for the cattell is diffi- 
cult to be had. 

May 28, Great tempefts during the Wceke ; 

Fr/^. raine and winde, and lightening ; the 
Thunder ceafed not for houres toge- 
ther. About London it is faid there 
were Haile ftones which did meafure 
fome inches round, and fome of fin- 
gular fhape. Much Glafle hath been 
broken. 

May 31, Went to fee Cicely^ fhee and her 
^'^y- Children are bravely. She had beene 
to hanghaniy neare unto Colchejier^ 

to 
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to vifite her hufband's Mother,^hom 
flie did find in a diftreflefull ftate; 
her Sonne not well of his wounds, 
and fhee, every time fhe drefleth his 
arme, hearte-broken to thinke that 
hand had given his Brother his death 
ftroke. He knew not who it was, 
till he got fight of his face as he 
dropped ; and as he fell on his knees 
befide him, he received a Blow on 
his head, which fl:unned him. This 
chanced well for him, as he thereby 
could remaine, he dragged the Bodie 
of his Brother to the fide of a Hedge, 
and then as he did paflionately be- 
waile his Death, and kifi!ed the bleed- 
ing Face, he found Life not utterly 
departed, and ran fome diftance to a 
Ditch where was water, and pouring 
it into the Laddes mouth, for it was 
his youngefl: Brother ^ and very deare 
unto him, he opened his Eyes, and 
leemed to know him, but was pafl: 

Speech, 
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Speech, and could onely draw him 
clofer, and fo died. All the Coun- 
trey round there was Want and Sick- 
nefle, the Grant from the Parliament 
is a feaibnable help ; but it mendeth 
not broken bones, nor bringeth backe 
Sonne s and Hujbands to Life. . 

For fome Weekes I have not left 
my Chamber, and have beene con- 
fined to my Bed the greater part of 
that time, having beene feifed of a 
fudden Sicknefle ; at leaft fo it did 
then appeare, though continuall ha- 
raifment & fufpence had brought 
mee into a weakely ftate for fome 
time paft. It happened that fome 
Noife, and the found of unaccuftomed 
Voices in the Hall, did ftartle mee 
for a moment with the notion that 
my deare Hujbandhzd, come into the 
Houfe : I hafted downe ftaires, and 
fome great Packages ftrucke my 

Sight, 
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Sight, and did the more confirme 
my Hopes, but it proved only to bee 
fome goods fliipp'd from London;^ 
which had come there by a Mar- 
chant Ship from Barbadoes. As I 
turned backe, the fhocke of the Dif- 
appointment following quicke on the 
Joy that had feemed fo neare, over- 
came mee, and my Limbes trembled 
under mee, and I fcarce could reach 
my Roome, and that night a Feaver 
came on, with fuch violent Shiver- 
ings that I greatly feared it was the 
Ague. For many Weekes tooke no 
nourifhment but Sage poffets, my 
drinke Whey. Still but poorly. My 
deire Children have beene tender 
Nurfes, and, when I began . to re- 
cover, yet remaining weake, fo that 
I moftly could beare but one Perfon 
at a time, I had oftentimes fwect 
converfe with Each, and miniftred to 
the feverall wants of their Characters, 



as 
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1652. as I was favoured with Help fo to 
do; endeavouring to imprefs upon 
them Faithfulnefle to their Convic- 
tions, whether in fmall things or 
greate, as the only way to obtaine 
true Peace. 

Alfo hath it beene a feafbn of 
Self-examination, and deepe fearch- 
ing of Hearte ; and my Birthday 
happening when I was thus layd low, 
I endeavoured to pafle it profitably, 
and to queftion myfelf if, as I ap- 
proched nearer and nearer to the 
Grave, I was the nearer Heaven. 
Selfe feemed the great Hinderance in 
the way of improvement. It is a 
hidden Idolatrie and often unfuf- 
pcdled. Is it not Selfe that prevents 
our eye beeing fingle ? 

July 12, Read fome portion of the Scrip- 
^^^y- tures that were not fb familiar to mee 
as other, or as they fhould bee. - 

I would 



I would here note downe, as a 
caufe of Thankfulnefle, one of a 
multitude of tender mercies and 
loving kindnefles of my Heavenly 
Father^ his raifing mee up and re- 
ftoring mee to Health, and to the 
care of my deare Children in their 
Father's abfence ; and alfo that with 
returning Health he hath given mee 
a rejoycing Hearte. As I walked 
forth in the warme Sunne fhine, the 
Fragrancie of the Aire, and every 
thing around mee fo full of Beautie, 
it did feeme that truly My Touth was 
renewed like the Eagles, fo fweet and 
pleafant were my Thoughts. 

To-day my Strength was fo farre 
increafed that I was able to walke 
downe to the Brooke, and fate downe 
on the warme funnie Banke. 

The Winds were hujhty no Leafefofmall 
At all was feene tojiirre, 

The 
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From the 
Sljtefi of Cyn- 
thia^ by Mi- 
chael Dray. 
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Whileji tuning to the Water^sfall 
The fmall Birds fang to her. 

Thought of my deare and honoured 
Mother y and of the laft time wee did 
pafle together at this Spot ; the little 
Streame of cleere water <lid now run 
gurgling on juft as it did then, and 
the Flowers and the moflie Banke 
were there, but my Mother's voice 
no more, yet did flie feeme neare 
mee, and nearer in this, that fome of 
her experience had now beene mine. 
Sorrow and Death had beene my 
teachers, Minijiers of his that do his 
pleafure ; but he leaveth not his Chil- 
dren comfortlefle : the words of the 
Lord yefus fuftained mee. His Life 
and His Death were my Strength 
and Confolation. How fweet is it, 
that the Memorie of my Mother is 
ever linked with peaceful and holie 
Thoughts. Oh might I fo live that 

my 
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my deare Children might fo thinke of 
mee, but I am not worthie of this. 
Oh that the defire may bee more 
prefent with mee, and put more of 
Heaven into my Love for them. I 
do confefle, with ibrrow and contri- 
tion of Hearte, that my Solicitude for 
them hath beene more Worldly as 
they have growen older, and the 
fence of their immortall Deftination 
not fo abiding, as when they were 
younger. Gifts newly from God^s 
owne Hand, and Talents entrufted to 
my Stewardfhip. 

Yefter-noone, Thankes bee unto 
the Moji Highy to my unfpeakable 
joy and comfort my deare Life re- 
turned to his Familie, through Mer- 
cie well in Health, but changed by 
the long Sea-voyages and the climate 
of the Indies ; this, though onely in 
the outward, beeing the fame loving 

Hujband 
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Hujband and Father. He flayed not 
in London ; but fb (bone as he could 
leave the Ship, did earneftly fet forth 
hitherward. He exprefleth fome 
furprife to find the Nation fo quiet, 
the joy of our Meeting was faddened 
by the manie relations to be given of 
the Murther of the late King and of 
fome of his former Friends, and 
divers other particulars of the ftate of 
Affaires and Parties, and the hope- 
lefJe condition of his prefent Majejiie; 
of familie Nevsres there vsras much to 
learne. Mr. Edmund Spenfer fayth. 

One loving Houre 
For manie Tear es of for row can difpenfe^ 
A dram of Sweet is worth a pound of 

Soure ; 
She hath forgot how manie a wofull 

Jiourey 
For himjhe hath endured: Shefpeaks 
no more 

Of 
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Ofpaji ; true is, that true Love hath 

no power 
I'o looken backe ; his Eyes bee fixed 

before. 

Feare that I can fcarce fay this, not 
having fo great Hopefulnefle. 

My deare Life is well fatisfied with 
his Daughters, and knoweth not 
which he doth the moft admire; 
yet methought his eye turned to the 
youngeft moft lovingly ; he is pleafed 
to commend my Care of them. I 
had feares that he might thinke them 
forward, or deficient in obfervance 
of fome ceremonies, and did aflay 
fbme little Apologie, if they were 
more free in his prefence than did 
feeme altogether becomming, feeing 
they had beene, in confequence of 
my retired Life, more with mee than 
is cuftomarie. In my lonely State I 

was 
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was faine to fblace myfelfe with their 
fweet Societie, and did encourage 
them to feele unreftrained before 
mee ; manie a lonefbme and wearie 
Houre have they lightened by their 
fimple Talke, and eafed mee not 
feldom of troubled thoughts by their 
dutifuU AiFedtion- 

He fmiled as he replied he knew 
not what might be deemed too for- 
ward, they fpake not to him without 
Blufhing, yet were they free from 
awkward BafhfulnefJe, he wifhed 
them none otherwife, or in aught 
different, and had onely to defire that 
they might grow up fuch as their 
Mother. Teares did fpring to my 
Eyes as he uttered thefe kind Words; 
but although as a Wife the prayfe 
was iweet and incouraging, and I 
beleeve might be fo received with- 
out conceit, yet in my Hearte did 
arife the fecret Prayer, that they 

might 
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might be much better Women than 
their Mother. He added, no Father 
could defire better or prettyer Chil- 
dren, and in his abfence Diana had 
fo grown, fhe was, tho' not fb hand- 
fome as Fanny y an exceeding lovely 
young Creature. So we are rich in 
our Daughters y if in nought elfe. 

This Evening my Lord difcourfed 
fbme time on his feverall Adventures, 
affording us fome pleafing entertain- 
ment by his Hiftorie of the different 
Iflands and Places ; already is there 
a Towne, which he has called Par-- 
haniy began building on the north of 
the Ifland of Antigua ; and on the 
Southern fide of the fame Ifland a 
beautiful Bay, into the which he 
failed, and found fhelter from a 
Storme, which fuddenly arofe, and 
as it was through the following his 
Councell that they fleered in this 

courfe 
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courfe, it was named by the Sailers 
Willoughby Bay ; and hence has beene 
fo called by others, fo our name^ and 
that of our deare Parham may abide, 
and may fome day be familiar words 
to the Voyager, and amidft a ftrange 
People, when our Race may be pafl^ 
ed away, and the place thereof.be 
knowne no more. 

My jL(9r^/ having fixed on our De- 
parture for London^ have beene too 
bufie to take up the Penne. Hee 
could not beare to leave his Familie 
fo fliortly after his Returne ; alfo to 
mee the feparation would have beene 
ill to beare, now that I have againe 
enjoyed the fupport and happineflc 
of his Prefence, fb it is determined 
that wee take Lodgings and remaine 
at London the while our Affaires may 
make it needful fo to doe. 

Came to our Lodgings, which are 

conveniently 
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conveniently fituated in Rujfel Street ^ 
Covent Garden. 

My Sifter called and tooke us in 
her Coach to the Parke. As wee 
pafled Whitehall wee alighted, and 
did looke with Awe and Sadnefle on 
the fcene of his late Majejiie's Death. 
The place through which hee was 
taken on to the Scaffold having beene 
newly bricked up, points out the 
exadt Spot. The Girls wifhed to 
enter the Palace^ but there were no 
meanes at hand, neither could I be 
fure it would be prudent. 

This day went to Northumberland 
Houfe ; there informed that Lady 
Lijle was in a dangerous ftate, fhee 
had beene doing well till yefter 
night ; the Babie is a healthy Child. 

Mett the Earle of Winchelfea at 
Spring Gardens J he joined us ; he 

feemeth 
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feemeth a Man of fome Sence, and 




hath a lively and polite Manner. 


Aug. 13, 


Heard the forrowfuU newes of 


Friday, 


Lady Lijle's Death. The Bodie is 




to bee carried downe to Penjhurji for 




Interment. Mr. Algernon Sydney 




doth accompanie thither his afflidled 




Brother. It is thought my Lord 




Leicejier will be likely to keepe the 




Children at Penjhurji. 


Aug. 18, 


Mr. John Evelyn called^ the Lord 


JVedmJday. 


Say, and others. 


Auguft 22, 


Went to heare Mr. Owen preach 


Sunday, 


in the morning ; in the evening heard 




Dr. Jeremy Taylor. 


Auguft 23, 


Went forth early in the Day ; re- 


Monday, 


turning from Wejimtnjier wee tooke 




a Boate at Whitehall, a landing place 


/ 


runs out fome way into the River, 




and 
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and the Boats are brought up clofe 
to the fide, fb that to fome it was 
an eafie matter to ftep in, and thofe 
accuftomed to this, had no more 
feare or diifBcuhie than in ftepping 
into a Coaeh ; for myfelfe, I doe cpn- 
fefle it feemed of no eafie accom- 
plifhment : the Boat appeared nar- 
row, though, wee were told, it was 
one of the largefl: fize in common 
ufe. It had a convenient Shade or 
awning, with Windowes, and was 
pulled by fix Rowers, Wee went 
at an amazing rate ; and it did feeme 
marvellous how wee avoided running 
againft other Boats, or theyagainft us. 
Landed at the Tower Stairefj could 
fcarce beleeve it fafe for my Lord to 
be walking fb neare this darke Pri- 
fon-houfe, but could not prevaile 
with him to hailen his fteps, hee de- 
firing to fhew to his Children as 
much as he could fee to point out of 

his 
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1652. his former Prifon. " Who next will 
be murthered there ?** he whifpered ; 
I (huddered to heare him fpeake of 
the Lords Capel and Holland^ afking 
mee of the manner of their Death, 
and how it was taken by the People, 
and other Queftions, all moft un- 
timely, to my thinking. 



Auguft 28, 



Begin to wearie of this great 
Towne ; fb much going hither and 
thither. Our Kinfman, Mr. fTi/- 
loughbyy called to-day, and tooke us 
to the Roy all Exchange: it is a Quad- 
rangle, and hath a Pizzzz round 
each fide, within are benches for 
people to reft upon. Above this 
covered walke there are Shops con- 
taining rich Marchandife from the 
Indies, both Eaft and Weft, and elfe- 
where ; Haberdafhers* fhops, and 
others of divers kindes. 



The 
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The Earle of Winchelfea hath ap- 
peared to aiFed: our Societie more 
than our flight acquaintance did 
feeme to neceflitate, the reafon 
whereof is now made to appeare. 

Retired early this evening, a Sub- 
ject: of much Solicitude having beene 
brought before my Minde, and truly 
one very unexpected. The Earle of 
Winchelfea hath exprefled his defire 
to allie himfelfe with our Familie, 
having fixed his AfFecftions on my 
deare Daughter Diana ^ and doth 
crave Permiflion to waite upon her, 
and expreileth his humble hope, that 
wee will looke favorably on his fuite. 
Our knowledge of him is but fmall ; 
but I have heard my Mother fpeake 
of his Familie, fhee having had great 
efteeme for this Earle's Grandmother, 
with whom fhee had good acquaint- 
ance, & did confider herfelfe honour- 
ed thereby. When Lady Maidjione, 

fhee[ 
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1652. (hee received the Title of Countefle of 
Winchelfea from the hands of his late 
Majejiie ; and this in refped: of her 
worth and great merits, fliee having 
beene previoufly raifed to the Peer- 
age by King James : So that my Lord 
Winchelfea cometh of good Parent- 
age, a matter not to be lightly confi- 
dered. It would doubtlelTe bee a 
fatisfacSion to beftow our Daughter 
on one come of a good Lineage, and 
who in other refpecfts feemeth de- 
ferving of regard ; neverthelefle my 
Minde is imprefled with a painfull 
Senfe of the uncertaintie how farre 
this Connexion may bee for her true 
happineffe, and with the certaintie 
that Trialls of manie forts attend this 
change of condition. The fharpeft 
Paines and Sorrowes of life are infe- 
parable from its brighteft Joys. It 
is like unto bidding my deare Child 
God fpeed, on her fetting forth on a 

long 
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long and hazardous Voyage to an 
unknowne Country beyond my helpe, 
and expofed to divers hidden Dan- 
gers, and haply even Death. Who 
knoweth what a day may bring 
forth ? the early morning may (hine 
out brightly; but foone doe the 
clouds arife and obfcure its bright- 
nefle ; and oft the bow of promife, 
difcerned through the falling Raine, 
is the onely token of future Sunne- 
ftiine ; fo is Life : but for the gra- 
cious Promifes made vifible to the 
eye of Faith, a darke and troublous 
paflage, a difcipline whereby the will 
is to bee fubjugated and Selfe facri- 
ficed, and fo the Heart purified : 
what fayeth the Prophet : Hee Jhall 
Jit as a refiner offilver. So wee muft 
bee tried, even by fire, till our cor- 
rupt Nature is fitted to receive the 
Divine Image. But though I am 
prone to confider Life, perhaps, un- 
der 
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1652. der too gloomie an Afped:, as beeing 
more alive to the fuiFering of the 
Conflid:, than to the peace of Vic- 
torie, yet have I through Infinite 
Mercie beene fuftained under Temp- 
tation and Triall ; and fhould not I 
have the fame truft for this deare 
Child. Alfo I have received great 
earthly comfort and delight in the 
endeared relations of Wife and Mo- 
ther, and the fame may bee her ex- 
perience, and haply through leiTe 
inward conflidt : fhee hath a cheere- 
ful and brave Spirrit, and a loving 
and good Heart, and is vs^orthie the 
efteeme and love of any Man. How 
great a Comfort and Joy fhe hath 
beene to mee, and this in efpeciall 
manner during the paft two Yeares, 
when fhe hath greatly indeared her- 
felfe to mee by her Thoughtfulnefle 
and Readineffe to helpe and cheere 
mee when all other outward Support 

failed : 




failed : this may not be told, nor at 
this time fhould it bee too keenely 
remembered. 

■ 

Calls from our Kinsfolke and 
Friends : The Earle introduced his 
Sifter Lady Waller. 

Mr. John Evelyn called, and wee 
returned with him to Sayes Court. 
Tooke a Boate to Deptford: Went 
over the Garden to looke at the im- 
provements therein : He doth fay it 
can never be to him fo fweet a place 
as Wotton; ftill he beftoweth time 
and paines, and hath much pleafure 
in laying out walkes, planting, and 
fo forth. We were fhewen manie 
'Curiofities, Bookes, Pidtures, and the 
like ; the dried Plants pleafed Fanny. 

Little time for Reading or quiet 
Meditation. Went to fee the Por- 
tugal 
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Odlober 23, 
Saturday, 



tugal Ambaflador goe in ftate to the 
Parliament Houfe. 

The Earle importunes for an early 
Day; my Hujband inclines to the 
fame for divers reafons. Although 
there appeareth a Settlement of the 
Nation, and an outward Quietnefle 
and Submiflion of Parties, fome there 
bee who are unwilling to fuppofe it 
will laft, and hints are occafionally 
dropped among Friends, of fecret Let- 
ters and Miflions ; and this Mariage 
would put one of our Familie, as my 
hord doth exprefle it, to faile in 
another Boate. 



1653. A fad 
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1653- 

Sad Mifchance hath be- 
fallen the tame Redbreaft, 
which had not beene feene 
for neare a Weeke, & wee luppofed 
it had a Neft which kept it away ; 
but it hath beene found lying neare 
the Windore of the Apple-roome, 
not miich ufed of late, ftarved to 
death. Diana will lament to heare 
the fad fate of the little Bird fhee did 
feed all the Winter, which was fo 
tame hee would pecke out of her 
Hand. The old Raven too hath 
dyed fince fhee went away. 

Madame, 

Your Ladyfhip's Letter was duly 
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received by mee, and hath given 
mee Comfort. Deare Mother y I will 
ftrive to walke after the excellent 
advice you give mee : this great 
Citie is exceeding lonefome ; I will 
do my endeavour to thinke lefle of 
the Fields and Woods of Parham. 
My Heart pineth for Home, and 
meethinks one Kifle from my Mo- 
ther would bee a Confolation, 
and leave mee to more contented 
thoughts ; but I defire not to com- 
plaine, neither have I juft caufe. 
The Earle fpeakes of our going 
into Rutland/hire this Summer: 
Burleigh y I have heard faye, is a 
fine place. We went to fuppe at 
Mr. Pepys\ and heard an Italian 
Mufician plaie on a Harpe in an 
aflonifhing manner: Mr. Evelyn 
was there, hee did inquire con- 
cerning your health and of my 
Sifter Fanny y who, I do aflure you, 

hee 
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hee doth admire greatly; hee 
fayth people of fafliion doe now 
beginne the Yeare as doe Forein- 
ers, in JanuaryCy the change is 
like to bee troublefome ; fbme one 
made the remarke that the Spring 
time feemeth more properly to 
begin the yeare than the Winter, 
and fo it feemeth to mee. 

Deare Mother y I hope this will 
find you in Health ; alfo my ho- 
noured Father^ to whom is my 
dutifull AfFecftion : I defire my 
Love to my Sifters, and hoping 
you will excufe this poore writ- 
ing, as you know I did never ex- 
cell in this Arte, I remaine 
Your Ladyfhip's obedient 

and loving Daughter, 
£). Winchelfea. 

Strandy 

6th of April y 1653. 
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Madame, 

The FiUrle doth informe mee 
that a Meflenger is going North- 
ward, and hath ofFred mee, if I 
wifhed to write to your Ladyfhip, 
hee would fend my Letter. Though 
but little difpofed I take up the 
penne : I cannot fend you the bet- 
ter account of my Health you fo 
much defire to heare ; and at times, 
deareft Mother ^ I am fo low, I 
wonder almoft if I am the lame 
Creature that was once merrie 
enough. Yefter-day in the fore- 
noone I rode out by the Earless 
defire in the new Coach : he hath 
taken great paines in the ordering 
of it ; it is made after the patterne 
that Mr. Evelyn brought from 
Paris ; wee were nigh beeing up- 
fet in Drury Laney by reafon of 
the deepe tracks into which the 
wheels fanke, and a Wagon load 

of 
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of Hay mett us ; after a deale of 
lifting and pufhing, wee went on. 
The fweet fcent of the Hay com- 
ing in at the windore tooke my 
thoughts to Parham, and to thofe 
dayes when I was happier riding 
with Fanny and little Befs in our 
Hay-cart, than fitting ftately up 
in this fine Coach. Rode in Hide 
Parke ; they paie one fhilling now 
at the Gate, which difpleafes manie. 
On Wednefday, in Mulberie Gar- 
dens ^ met Mr. "Evelyn and Mrs. 
Evelyn, and fome Ladies : here 
were a number of gaily dreflfed 
Perfons,andTablesofrefrefhment. 

Hoping you are well, 
deare Mother, 

I reft your Ladyfhip's moft 
obedient & loving Daughter, 

D. Winchelfea. 

Strand, 
i6th of July, 1653. 
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1653. P.S. My Lord tells mee your 

Ladyfliips old friend Sir Harry 
Vane hath taken the late condud: 
of the Protestor fo ill, that hee 
hath retired to Raby Cajlell. 



Odober 25, 
Tuejdty* 



Have heard no Newes of my 
Daughter Winchelfea for fbme time, 
to-day did receive a Letter writt with 
Cheerfulnefle and in good Hearte at 
the Profped: before her; The Lord 
bear her in the day of trouble. It is 
a triall not to bee with her at a time 
when no perfon can bee the comfort 
which I know that I fhould bee to 
my deare Child ; but wee muft fub- 
mit: ihee will have kind Friends 
and good care I doubt not. Shee 
hath beene at the Chriftening at 
Sayes Courts and findeth herfelfe in 
no way the worfer, but indeed the 
better, for the lively Companie fhefe 
did there meete. Good Mr. Owen 

did 
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did perform the Service in Mr. l&ve- 
lyrCs Librarie ; this I thinke is Mr. 
Evelyn^s fecond Sonne. 

To-day read in i Corinthians^ 13 
Chap. 4. Verfe. Under a trying 
fence of Difcouragement in the fail- 
ure of an endeavour to fet fbme 
Affaires ftraight which did concerne 
others as well as myfelfe, wherein 
one fhewed a Jealpufy and meane 
Sufpicion very grievous to mee : I 
fate downe in my chamber, moved 
to teares at this Unkindenefle in one 
from whom I did expedl farre other- 
wyfe. In this Defpondency, and 
lett mee confefle it, not without 
fbme feelings of Refentment, the 
wordes of the Text were brought 
before mee, Charitie fuffereth long^ 
vaunteth not itfelfe^ is not puffed up : 
Felt humbled ; had I not fhewen an 
impatience of Temper, a readinefle 

to 
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165 1, to take Offence, and to juftifie my- 
felfe ? Is not puffed up ; Had I not 
given incouragement to a felfe-fatif- 
fied Spirrit, like the PAarj/ee, that I 
was not as other Men are, and fo 
was guiltie of a worfe Fault than 
hee whom I did condemne? Spi- 
rituall Pride beeing the worft fort 
of Pride : now after that my per- 
turbation had ceafed, and through a 
little wholefome felfe-examination, I 
did ftrive to overcome vaine Thoughts 
of myfelfe and evil Thoughts of ano- 
ther, fome parte of the Bufinefle did 
appeare in a new light, and fhortly 
afterward I was able to convince my 
Friend, who did immediately repent 
him of the termes he had ufed. It 
is not enough alwayes to bee in .the 
right, but wee muft bee carefull not 
to obfcure the Truth by too greate 
anxietie to make others thinke wee 
are. 

1654. This 
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His afternoone arrived my 
Daughter Winchelfea and 
her Infant, Servants, &c. 
A Coach drawne by fix Horfes was 
a fight in Parhaniy and all the Vil- 
lage ranne out, and manie People 
coUefted at the gate, fome for the 
fight, others to teftifi'e their pleafure : 
Nurfe had come up to the Houfe, 
likewife Cicely and her Children, 
and the Hall was crowded with faces 
when my deare Child entered once 
more her Father^ s Houfe. 

Never was a greater rejoycing in 
our Houfehold, As I remained with 
Die for fhort fpace in the Parlour, 

and 
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and looked in her fweet face enquir- 
ingly, teares ftarted to her eyes, but 
momentarie, her prefent Joy fhone 
through them, and faying, I am 
happie now, my Mother^ fhee quickly 
ledde me up to the Nurferie to fee 
her Child; as wee did enter the 
roome, fuch a din of voices feared 
the poore little Fellow, and hee was 
juft fetting up a diftreflefuU crie 
when hee caught fight of his Mother* s 
Face, and was pacified : Nurfe rub- 
bed her Speftacles, and could not 
enough admire him. Quietnefs in 
the Houfe at laft. At night feel- 
ings were revived of paft Sorrow ; 
as I fliood with my Daughter by the 
Cradle where her little Sonne was 
fleeping, the fame in which my Firji^ 
borne had once flept, in the full pro- 
mife of Health and Life ; yet fo foone 
to lie there in the fleepe of Death. 

The beft Bed-roome had beene 

I- 

made 
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made readie with no fmall prepara- 1654. 
tion of the Toylet Table, the new 
white Satin Pinnecufliion imbroider- 
ed by Fanny ; the chafed Silver Can- 
dleftickes given mee by my Uncle ; 
the rofe-coloured Ewers of Vene- 
tian Glafle Silver mounted ; and the 
Cup and Stand of wrought Gold fet 
with ftones, brought by my Father 
from the Netherlands; and India 
boxes for pouders and perfumes. 
Two Maids were in attendance, and 
Nurfe flood at the Doore drefled in 
her beft Gowne and Apron of fine 
Lawne, and her white Cap and 
Kercher, to receive the young Coun- 
tefle, who did laugh merrily at all 
this ftate ; and afterward, when wee 
did parte for the night, as fhe did 
looke around her, and at the high 
Bed, the thicke Dammafke Cur- 
taines, and fpread with a rich Cover- 
let of quilted Satin, fliee prayed fhee 

might 
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1654. might be permitted after this night 
to fleepe with her Sifter in their old 
pleafant Chamber. 

April 28, Have fetled to our accuftomed 
^^'^y* Wayes, excepting that there is ever 
a going to and fro to the Nurferie, 
and young Mafter calleth out Luftily. 
He is furely a fine Child: Our 
Neighbours are fomewhat ftirprized 
that vny'Daughter taketh on herfelfe 
not more Sedatenefle or Ceremonie. 
True is it that when her Prefence is 
required fliee is feldome to be found 
in the withdrawing Roome ; yefter- 
day, in the afternoone, when Com- 
panie did arrive, fliee was downe at 
the Dairie making acquaintance with 
her pet Calfe Strawberries now 
growne up into a fine brindled Cow : 
In the Still-roome with her Sifter, 
her fweet merrie voice is like my 
little Die of yeares paft ; but when 

at 
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at worke with mee, fliee fometimes 
falleth into a fadder Mood, yet it 
pafleth away. It pleafeth mee to 
fee her enjoy her dear Sifters com- 
panie and the Occupations of the 
Countrey, but fliee doth feeme more 
indifferent to the Abfence of the 
l^iarle than I would fliee did ; I have 
adventured difcreetly to approch the 
fubjecfl, but fliee doth dextroufly 
avoide faying ought that fliould im- 
ply Difcontentment on her part, or 
Unkindnefl[e or Diflatisfadtion on her 
Hujband's ; and I have heard from 
others, that the Match was accept- 
able to his Kindred, who have feve- 
rally fliewen their efteeme for her. 
If any Caufe there bee of a Perfonall 
kind, in the Temper or Habits that 
giveth her Uneafinefle, which ftand- 
eth in the way of a more entire Af- 
fedlion toward him who fliould be 
firft in her Honour and Love, flie 

keepeth 
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keepeth it to herfelfe : hard, yea, 
and unbearable muft bee the Yoke, 
and bitter the Bondage, where Love 
is not, or but a divided AfFeftion ; 
and woe is mee, I have great feares 
for my Child's HappineiTe, and in 
this Trouble I can do little or no- 
thing to lighten her Burthen. The 
Heart knoweth its owne Bitternejfe^ 
and a Stranger intermeddleth not. It 
is fo farre well that there doth exift 
no want of outward Courtefie or Re- 
fped: in my Lord Winchelfec^s De- 
portment. Hee is much in the gaie 
World, and as fome Men afFedt an 
indifFerency toward their Wives as 
more dignified, if fuch bee the pre- 
fent Mode his is not the Minde to 
contemne fuch a defpifable Vanitie, 
and hee hath the more Credit that 
hee offend not in this way. It ftrik- 
eth mee at this time, as it hath not 
heretofore that the Scriptures doe oft 

fo 
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fo fpeake as though Man's Portion 
mainly were worthie of confidera- 
tion, for good or ill, in this Union ; 
this may bee from the Cuftome of 
the Countreys in the Eaft, to looke 
upon a Wife as no more than a Ser- 
vant : And here wee may obferve 
the change in this refpedl wrought 
by our Saviour ^ whofe tender Com- 
panion overlooked not the weake 
and dependant nature of Woman, 
but raifed her up from her low eftate ; 
defpifed not her Humilitie, but ac- 
cepted her Faith, and opened her 
Heart to underftand his Teachings, 
No marvell that the Mothers brought 
their little Children that their Divine 
Mafter might blefle them alfb. 

Heare little of any publicke Ne wes . 
T>ie fayth manie were greatly fcan- 
dalized that the ProteBor fliould goe 
to a Feaft at the Lord Maior's on 
AJh'Wednefday J riding in ftate through 

the 
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the Cittie ; Service was forbidden in 
all the Churches. 



May I, 
Munday* 



Have engaged Mr, Peter Hingjion, 
Organift of St. Marys Church in 
Ipfwichy to come to Parham one day 
in the weeke ; the Girles mightily 
pleafed, and promife to bee diligent 
SchoUers. He is Nephew to Mr. 
John Hingjionj the Organift to the 
Protestor, who hath had the Organe 
of Magdalen Colledge brought from 
Oxford and put up at Hampton Court y 
where he delighteth in hearing it as 
hee walketh in the greate Gallerie. 
Mr. Hingjion fayth his Highnefle 
hath alfo a love for Singing, and 
hath Concerts performed before him, 
and fo pleafed was he with the Sing- 
ing of one Mr. ^in, that he reftored 
him to his Student's place in Chriji- 
Churchy from which he had beene 
turned out. 

Sentence 



Lady Willoughby. 



Sentence hath beene executed on 
Mr. Gerrard and one named Vowel, 
taken in the late Confpiracie, like- 
wife the Portugal Kmb^iffsidior's Bro- 
ther, their time of probation cut 
fhort by Man's cruell Judgements, 
and their Soules hurried unbidden 
into the Prefence of their Creator: 
when will the End of fuch things 
bee ? when will Man as well as the 
Angels rejoyce over the Sinner that 
repenteth ? 

Letter from my Daughter, the little 
Heneage in good Health, and likely 
to bee off on his Feet before he is 
much older. 

It was reported in Ipjwich that the 
Protestor was killed, fome faid by a 
PiftoU Shot- 

The Newes of the Death of the 
Protestor proves to have beene a 
falfe Report, yet was hee not farre 

off 
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1654; ofFfuch an Accident; having a minde 
to drive his owne Coach drawne by the 
fix Horfes lately given to him by the 
Duke of Oldenburghy hee did pro- 
voke them with the Whip, which 
made them unruly, and his High- 
nejfe was flung from off the Coach- 
box, and his Feet being caught in the 
Tackling he was dragged fome way : 
the report of the Piftoll occafioned 
fome prefent to thinke he was Shot ; 
but it was found to bee one which 
hee did weare concealed, and this 
hath beene much commented on, as 
no one did imagine that he flood in 
fo great Feare of his Life as to carrie 
Fire-armes about his Perfon, 

Dec. 10, Much Sicknefi^e and Want among 
Sunday, q^^ poorc Ncighbours : not a day 
pafleth but that fome one or other 
fendeth up to the Hall for Phificke 
or Helpe of fome fort. Our ftocke 

of 
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of Linfie Woolfie hath beene of good 
fervice, alfo a Cloth called Fuftian," 
made in the north, called Bolton 
Cloth. Fanny is now rewarded for 
her diligence in her Herbe Garden 
and the Still-roome, and hath given 
out divers Medicines with her owne 
Hands, which have proved fervice- 
able, and comforting Cordials and 
Syrops for the old and weakely, 
which fliee doth oft take to thofe that 
are bed-rid, and returneth rich in the 
Bleflings of the Poore and thofe rea- 
die to perifli. 

In fome folicitude for my Daugh- 
ter Winchelfea^ who looketh to the 
encreafe of her Familie in another 
month or thereabout ; when writing 
to her by Mr. Gage did call to her 
Remembrance the 1 5 Verfe of the 
2nd, Chapter of St. PauTs \Ji Epif- 
tle to Timothy. The Lord blefle her 
and keepe her, the Lord blefle her 
evermore. 1654-5. My 
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1654-5- 

Y Lord Newport came yef- 
ter-night, and this evening 
arrived Sir Henry Slingjby 

and one other, who departed after 

Supper, 

Letter from my Daughter Win-- 
chelfea, fhee doth write cheerfully, 
and fays fhee hath recovered won- 
derfully well ; the Infant thrives, & 
her little Heneage is mightily pleafed 
with his Sifter ; when fhee cries, he 
runnes up to kifTe her, and is dif^ 
turbed to find it of no availe : may 
my deare Daughter's Nurferie be to 
her an encreafing Joy, and repaie 

her 
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her for all that fliee hath gone 
through. 

How greatly to my comfort and 
happinefle would it bee if my Huf- 
band would keepe from meddling in 
the Affaires of either Partie, and 
live in fuch retirement as doth now 
Sir Harry Vane^ who abideth quietly 
at Raby; alfo another of his former 
Friends, Colonell Hutchinfony who 
hath ftirred not in publicke Matters 
for fome time ; I have heard faie hee 
did foone fufped: the Defigns of 
Cromnjoelh and was held in fmall fa- 
vour by him, this the more that he 
fpake with plainenefle and Sinceritie 
when words of Complement would 
have beene more acceptable, hereby 
giving offence, as was evident and 
much noted at the time, in the negledt 
purpofely fliewn to him at the Fu- 
nerall of Generall Ireton : Col. Hutch- 

infon^ 

N 
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infoHf it is fayd, doeth great good in 
his part of the Countrey as a Magif- 
trate, and doth give up much of his 
Time in endevour to improve the 
People in his Neighbourhood : a 
Kinfman of Mrs^ Hutchinfon who 
had lately vifited AwthorpCj and paff- 
ed by this w^ay on his journey home- 
ward, did give us a pleafing Relation 
of Mr. Hutchinfon's care for the Edu- 
cation and Amufement of his Chil- 
dren, providing for them Matters in 
Muficke and Painting. Hee hath 
an ardent love for Painting, and hath 
become poflefTd of feverall choice 
Pictures of the late Kin^Sj fome of 
which hee did buy from thofe who 
had received them for Wages or 
Money owing to them, before that 
the Protestor had put a flop to the 
Sale* 



March 24, 
Saturday* 



My deare Hujband came home 

with 
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with a difturbed Countenance. The 
Government has beene verie bufie 
with Arrefts and Examinations ; a 
Friend in London writes there is a 
report much credited that the King 
is in this Countrey : it is pretie well 
knowne that my Lord Rochejier is 
fkulking about, and divers Gentle- 
men are under fufpicipn : feared to 
afke any Queftion : Sir Henry Sling f- 
by came at night-fall. 

My Daughter writes that the eld- 
eft Child is ficke. 

Another Letter ; my little Grand- 
fonne worfe. 

Deare Mother^ 

Heneage is very ill, and the Phy- 
fitions thinke that Babie is ficken- 
ing of the Difeafe, The Earle 
not having had the Small-pox, 

has 
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has yielded to my entreatie that 
hee would keepe out of the way 
of Infection as much as poffible ; 
but he will not leave the Houfe, 
and, deare Mother y flieweth tender 
care for mee and the Children : 
afking your Prayers, I am 
your dutifuU Daughter^ 

D. Wine he If ea. 



March 30, 
Friday. 



The precious Child is removed. 
Have writt to my poore bereaved 
Daughter; fcarcfe, meethinks, can 
there be a chance for the Babie's 
Life, My deare Hujiand much moved 
by the Loffe of his fweet Grand/bnne, 
and we wept together at the thought 
that we (hould fee his little merrie 
Face no more. 



Letter from 
the Earle of 
WincbelfeaA 



Madame, 

It is with unfpeakable Griefe 
that I have to infornie your Lady- 

Jhipp 



Jhipp of the Deceafe of my Sonne ^ 
who departed this Life at 9 o' 
clocke this Morning, The Infant 
is no better ; but the Feaver is not 
fb greate as was the little Boyesy 
and my deare Wife doth continue 
to hope it will be fpared to com- 
fort us for our heavy Lofle : I beg 
your Ladyjhip to excufe more at 
this time from, 

Madame, your Ladyjhifs 
Affedtionate and humble Servant, 

Winchelfea. 

To-day have received another Let- 
ter from my Lord Winchelfea; the 
little Infant is releafed. My poore 
D^«^i4/^r*jforrowunexpreffable,bqth 
her precious Babes taken ! Heavenly 
Father y comfort and fupport her un- 
der this afflidling Difpenfation of 
thy Providence. My poore Child ! 

Have 
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Have beene pleafed to fee the Sym- 
pathie felt by all our Houfliold in 
this feafon of Trouble ; the Women 
can fcarce fpeake for crying when 
they afke how my Daughter bears 
the Lofle of her fweet Children: 
Fanny & Elizabeth greatly diftreffed, 
they doe heartily love their Sijier : 
this is the firft Bereavement they 
have fufFered. 



April 8, 
Sundiy, 



An unfinifhed Letter from my 
poore afflidled Daughter fent mee by 
her Hujbandj who doth adde to it a 
fewe Lines, hee found it on herTable, 
(hee having beene carried to bed by 
her Maids, too ill to continue wri- 
ting : my Heart is pierced through 
by her Suffering. Have mercie, oh 
Gody upon thy afflidled Handmaiden, 
ftrengthen her Faith, binde up her 
broken Heart, and pour the oile of 
Confolation into ' her wounded Af- 

fedlion. 
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fecftion, Shee mourneth as Rachel 
for her Children^ and will not bee 
comforted. Unto thy Fatherly Care 
doe I commit her, in the blefled Af- 
furance that fhee will be brought to 
know thee, the God of all Confolation. 

Deare Mother, 

All is now fo changed I won- 
der that I Live. My Teares feeme 
frozen up, and a heavie Weight 
is at my Heart. 

Deare Mother, I am a little bet- 
ter ; in very miferie I crawled up 
to the Nurferie, the Cradle and 
the little Bed, they were there : 
but my ChildrenyVny precious ones : 
I kneeled downe and tried to praie, 
and fo wept. Were my Prayers 
too wilfuU, that God heard mee 
not when I prayed night and day 
for the Life of my Darlings ? Is 
my God thy God, Mother? thou 

prayeft 
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prayeft and Hee anfwereth thee ; 
but Hee is far from me, child- 
lefle, comfortleffe. 



April 9, 
Mondaym 



April 23, 
Monday* 



Writt to my beloved Daughtery 
but could onely feebly exprefle what 
I would faine give utterance to of 
my tender Sympathie, and intreatie 
that (hee would fubmit to the Chaf- 
tening of Him who doth not willingly 
affliSl : Exhorted her to feeke for the 
onely true Peace promifcd by the 
Saviour y the Peace he left to his Dif- 
ciples, of Love and perfed: Obedi- 
ence, even to the Death of the Crofle; 
and did conclude with a few words 
on Praier, which I humbly hope 
may be fome helpe to her. I can- 
not fufFer for her ; but I doe fuiFer 
with her, my deare afflicfted Child. 

While yet in much fadneffe my 
Hujband perplexed by the Newes 

that 
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that Sir Henry Slingjby is arrefted, 
and others, and hath delayed his 
Journey into Letcejierjhire . He hath 
information from a Friend that in 
the examinations of one yones, re- 
ported to Secretary Thurlowey the 
Lord Willoughby^s name is mention- 
ed, that hee was to bee a Generall 
and head the rifing in Torkjhire ; fe- 
verall Gentlemen taken in Shropjhire. 
Could no longer conceale my Feares, 
and urged him with every the moft 
earned Perfwafion to have no more 
part in thefevaine. Attempts, How 
fliort a time is it fince the laft Vic- 
tims were brought to Death. Alas ! 
naught that I can faie availeth, and 
no meafure of Prudence that I can 
devife, can cover his Rafhnefle ; not 
that indeed he acknowledgeth to the 
truth of my Sufpicions, but fays Wo- 
men are alwayes thinking there muft 
be fomething dangerous if a Man 

doe 
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doe but ftirre ever fb little. 



June 2, 
Saturday, 



My Hu/bandhztYi intelligence that 
Warrants are out againft him and 
my Lord Newport^ and his Brother 
Mr, Seymour, and other Gentlemen : 
He will not conceale himfelfe, fay- 
ing there can nothing bee proved 
againft him. Hee hath of purpofe 
hidde from mee fome late Tranfac- 
tions, the fo doing hee did entreat 
mee to confider no want of belief in 
my Prudence, feeing there could by 
no poffibilitie bee one in whom hee 
could more furely truft, or whofe 
Counfell hee would more defire, but 
the Safetie of himfelfe and his Fa- 
milie and others, did nlake this the 
moft prudent courfe. Hee did kindly 
enter into fome Particulars. An 
Order hath lately pafTed the Coun- 
cell, that all with Eftates above 100 
pounds yearely value, who at any 

time 
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time have taken up Armes for the 
King^ fliall pay a Tenth of their Pro- 
pertie to Government. Something 
like, fayd hee, the old affaire of Ship 
Money : alfo another mode of raif- 
ing Money is fet on foote ; the whole 
Countrey is divided; and officers, 
whom they ftyle Major Generalise 
appointed over each Divifion, who 
fine and fend to Prifon whom they 
pleafe, under pretence of beeing de- 
linquents : this Oppreffion not likely 
to be borne. In the afternoone he 
rode toward Colchejierj where fome 
one was to meete him : Wingfield 
had gone on before with a led Horfe. 

Wingfield returned, and fayth his 
LiOrd was gone on to London^ and 
did defire I would make myfelfe 
eafie ; more eafie to bee defired than 
to bee done. Did refraine quef- 
tioning Wingfield more clofely, pof- 

fibly 
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fibly he hath beene commanded fi- 
lence. 

Not long have I had to waite for 
thofe Tidings which I knew muft 
arrive ; So foone as hee reached Lon-- 
don laft Saturday i my deare Life was 
arrefted and carried ftrai^t to the 
Tower^ at the fame time with my 
Lord Newport and Mr. Seymour. 

Left without any Diredtions, have 
determined to take Fanny and Eli- 
zabeth and follow him to London: 
Intereft muft be made with all our 
Friends : now is it well for us that 
my Lord Lijle declined going on the 
Embaflage to Sweden^ and is in Lon-- 
don at this time. The Lord Say too 
will give us helpe. 

With Fannfs afliftance chofe fome 
Lodgings in Leadenhall Street y leav- 
ing her Sifier at my Lord Winchel- 

fea's ; 
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feds; would faine have left Fanny 
alfo, but (hee could by no perfuafion 
bee prevailed upon, and a deare Com- 
fort fhee is to mee. The young Man 
Lydgate feemes likely to fuite ; hee 
is adlive, and though quiet is not 
eafily daunted, and hath good ftocke 
of common fenfe : When his Bro- 
ther was killed in the North, his 
Mother tooke to her Bed, and foone 
after died, bidding her Sonne with 
her laft breath come up to the Hall 
and faie that Peggy Lydgate did pray 
mee to take into my Service the 
Sonne whofe Life I had faved ; and 
a faithfull Ladde hee hath beene and 
feemeth like to bee, 

Refufed Admittance to the Tower, 
ftrid: orders are given that no Friends 
of the Prifoners bee admitted : Sent 
Lydgate back to the Tower , carrying 
with him Linnen, Wine, and other 

matters 
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1655. matters for the dear Prifoner ; when 
hee • returned fayd my Lord was 
greatly chafed at this mifadventure, 
yet hath hee no Mifgivings of his 
Safetie as to his Life ; for how long 
a time he may bee fliut up in Prifon, 
it liketh him not to thinke. Divers 
other Gentlemen are in the Tonver^ 
Sir Frederick Cornwallisj the Lord 
Maynardy Sir Geoffrey Palmer^ and 
others : Could fcarce fleepe at night, 
difturbed by prefent Feares and paft 
Remembrances* 



June 16, 
Saturday* 



Tooke a Coach and drove to Char- 
ter Houfe Square: My Lord Grey 
not at home ; then to Northumber- 
land Houfe ; got fight of Lord Lijle 
with fome difficulty. Hee doth af- 
fure mee that hee beleeveth the Gen- 
tlemen now in the Tower are put 
there more to keepe them from do- 
ing Mifchief than with any intent 

to 



Lady Willoughby* 



to bring them to a Triall. His High- 
neffcy thetiy fayd I, fcrupleth not at 
Starve Chamber PraSiicey and innocent 
Men arejhut up in Prifon at his plea- 
fure without proofs of being guiltie^ or 
opportunitie given to Jhew their inno- 
cence. He made replie with fome 
Harflineffe of manner. My Lor J WiU 
loughby may bee innocent in your 
Ladyjhip's Eyes, but his treafonable 
Defgnes are fo well knowne that his 
beji Pr lends may bee glad of what your 
Lady/hip is p leafed to call Starre 
Chamber PraSlife. He then added 
more mildly, that hee hoped wee 
would bee patient, and promifed he 
would ufe his utmoft Indeavour to 
procure leave for mee to fee my Huf 
band. Mr. Algernon Sydney here 
entered the Roome, and his Brother 
introduced him to mee, and I rofe 
about to take my leave ; when Mr. 
Sydney begged to detaine me for a 

fhort 
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fliort time : Hee then repeated what 
his Brother had before faid, and pro- 
ceeded to fay that he had that ef- 
teeme for my Lord Willoughby that 
hee did defire he fhould not mif- 
judge him in the matter of the late 
King's Triall and Death, Hee was 
prefent on the firft day of the Triall, 
but did fee then a fterne Refolve in 
the Countenance of fome which did 
alarm him as alfo Coll, Hutchinfon^ 
and forthwith he departed the Houfe, 
feeing it was too ftrong a Current 
for him to checke, and remained at 
Penfhurji. All Englijhmen hee con- 
ceived were called upon to refift the 
tyrannous and unconftitutional Go- 
vernment of the late Kingy but to 
the Neceffitie of the laft murderous 
Aft, he would never fubfcribe : 
What Meafure might have beene 
adopted it were ufelefTe now to en- 
quire; he did beleeve thofe who 

were 
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were at the Head of the State were 
men of honcft Views and Intentions 
in the beginning; but there had 
beene a graduall Change in fome, 
and a dangerous Ambition ftirring in 
one Minde, whereof it was not ex- 
pedient to fpeake openly; the End 
would (hortly come. No great Evill 
can be remedied without Evill en- 
fuing in the procefle ; honeft Men 
muft hold fafl to the Good to be ob- 
tained, even though they may bee 
drawne into the Whirlepoole of man*s 
worft Paffion, and fufFer the Shame 
of man's worft deeds, an honeft Man 
muft abide by the Truth; ay, and 
die for the Truth. He did appeare 
to forget to whom he fpake, his 
fterne voice foftened as he begged mee 
not to be alarmed; my Hujband^s 
Life he knew to bee in no jeopardie. 
I tooke my leave in fome Agitation : 
I had looked at thefe Things from 

a 
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a diftance, now I beheld one of the 
Adtors in the ftruggle, and my fee- 
ble Spirit quailed at the Sight : fer- 
vently thanked God that the awful 
Triall of giving up Life for the Truth 
had not beene apportioned to mee, or 
to thofe neare and deare unto mee. 



June 17, 
Sunday^ 



My Lord Lijle called; he had 
beene to Whitehall^ but could not 
get an Audience with the Protestor^ 
but hath engaged Mr, Thurlow in 
our Behalf, who hath promifed his 
Influence. 



June i8y 
Monday, 



Mr. Evelyn came; he doth pro- 
pofe to Carrie backe with him my 
Daughter Fanny to Sayes Courty and 
alfo expreflis an earneft defire that 
(hee may accompanie him to the 
Tunbridge Wells : gave my Confent 
gladly, beleeving that the Waters of 
that place wduld be of Service to her 

Health; 



Health, not that fliee ftands fo much 
in need of Improvement in that re- 
fpedl as ihee once did. 

My Sijier came and tooke mee to 
fuppe with her. 

Yefterday beeing hordes Day, and 
having heard mention that at the 
Church of St. Gregorie was ftill ufed 
the Church Forme of Service, the 
Liturgie, &c, and beeing defirous to 
heare the fame, went there. Heard 
Dr. Wild preach. Church well at- 
tended. Returned home by the 
Strand; my Daughter but poorely; 
if through mercie (hee keepe up 
through this Month I fhall be more 
at eafe concerning her. 

Our Friends, after ufing every 
means, could onely obtaine Permif- 
fion that I (hould fee my Hujband 
during the fpace of one houre, and 

this 
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this in the prefence of two of the 
Soldiers on guard : my Lord Ltjle 
did with much kindnefle, advife mee 
to appeare at eafe, and talke of in- 
different Matters, and feeme to be 
under no concerne that my Lord was 
there for a few dayes or weekes. 

Went to the Tower; hard work 
to maintaine a cheerefuU Counte- 
nance, fay rather to keep up a cheere- 
fuU Heart, not much reall gaine if 
there is the one and not the other. 



Auguft 25, 
Saturday, 



Found Fanny returned from her 
Vifite : fliee doth looke fweetly, and 
nothing loth to tell of all fhee hath 
feene and heard. Mrs. Evelyn hath 
fliowne her moft kind and loving 
Condefcention, and is a Gentlewoman 
of rare Accomplifhment and amica- 
ble Difpofition, and doeth all things 
that fhee doth undertake excellently 

well. 
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well. Mr. Evelyn is bufied with his 
Alterations and Improvements at 
Sayes Court. The Gardens, which 
he laid out two yeares fince, are filled 
with thriving Plants, divers fortes of 
Rofes and other rare and beautious 
Flowers, more particularly fuch as 
are of pleafant Perfume and Fra- 
grancy, for which he hath peculiar 
liking. Alfo he cultivates fuch 
Herbes as will fupplie Honie for his 
Bees, which he doth, keepe in a 
tranfparent Hive given to him by 
Dri Wilkinsj of Oxforde. Fanny 
omitted no Partikilar, it is fo con- 
ftrud:ed, one upon another, that the 
Honie can be taken without the crii- 
eltie of deftroying the Bees : He 
made her a Drawing of the Plan, 
and writt full and plaine diredlions 
for the Management of Bees. Alfo 
did he, with condefcention and cour- 
tefie provide for her Entertainment 

within 
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Sept. 15, 
Saturday, 



within doors, fliewing her the arte of 
graving on Copper Plates, and gave 
her a Print done by himfelfe of his 
dear Wottoh^ likewife his Picture en- 
grav*d by a Sculptor at Parisy much 
like: methought (hee did flightly 
blufh when fliee fpoke of a Mr. 
Brereton, a young Gentleman held in 
greate efteeme by Mr. Evelyn: So 
much to bee told of Sayes Courts de- 
fcription of Tunbrtdge Wells left for 
another time. 

Mett Mr. Evelyn in the Park to 
day, tooke occafion to inquire fome- 
what particularly of his friend Mr. 
Breretony he did willingly enter on 
the fubjedl. He is the Sonne of my 
Lord Brereton and hath lately come 
to England^ having beene at Breda 
for his Education fome yeares, and 
is a very accomplifhed Gentleman; 
his Father's Eftates are much in- 
volved 
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volved through the late Troubles, in 
aflifting the King^ 

Met at Dinner, Mr. Fepysy Mr. 
Evelyn^ and the Lord Baltimore, who 
feemeth a Gentleman of moft rare 
Excellence and Abilit)^. Hee dif- 
courfed very agreeably, and gave the 
Companie a long and full Hiftorie of 
the founding of Maryland. He was 
now in London to petition the Pro- 
testor to iflue an order to the Go- 
vernour of Virginia that there fliould 
be no Interference oh his part with 
the Government of Maryland, that 
Countrey having flouriflit beyond all 
others under the Laws and Regula- 
tions he had inftituted. Hee had 
mett with a courteous reception at 
WhitehalL 

Went to the Tower as ufuall, the 
Day bitter cold : in the Evening 

fupped 
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fupped with my Daughter Winchel-- 
feuy Mr. Brereton there. 

This day all Minifters of the 
ChurchofE^^A^W forbidden Preach- 
ing and Teaching. Thus while wee 
make collediion of Money to affift 
the Perfecuted in forreine Countreys; 
the fpirrit of Perfecution burnes 
hotely in our owne. 

Yefterday Sir Robert Stone tooke 
us to fee Whitehall^ hee gained Ad- 
mittance through fome fmall Ac- 
quaintance he had with ^ir Oliver 
Flemming Mafter of the Ceremonies : 
as wee pafled through a Roome called 
the Greene Chamber wee were told 
it was there the late King was per- 
mitted to retire with the Bijhop ; 
remaining there fome time private 
in order to the receiving the Sacra- 
ment about an houre or fo before his 

Execution : 
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Execution : As wee did enter the 
Gallerie wee faw divers Gentlemen 
paffing out by another Doore, and 
learned that a Conference had then 
ended : wee flayed to looke at the 
Pidlures, fome ftill remaining, alfo 
fome fineTapeftries in another Apart- 
ment which wee did fee afterward, 
and fo it was that a Doore at the 
other fide of the Gallerie was throwne 
open ; Sir Oliver Flemming and others 
flood in attendance, and prefently 
his Highnejfe appeared engaged in 
Difcourfe with a man flrangely ap- 
parelled and of remarkable Counte- 
nance, and wearing a long Beard; 
wee kept as much out of fight as 
wee could and were in part concealed 
by a doore way : The Protestor ad- 
vanced but a few Steppes along the 
Gallerie, as it feemed, to conclude 
that which hee was faying, then mak- 
ing a Salutation to him to whom he 

fpake. 
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1655- fpake, hee retired whence he came. 
Meeting Sir Oliver ere wee left the 
Palace, hee informed us that the 
Stranger in the forreine Garbe whom 
wee had juft feene, was the Jewiih 
Rabbi Menajfeh Ben IfraeU fent over 
from Holland by the J ewes who de- 
fire Permiffion to eftablifh fome of 
their Nation in this Countrey ; a 
Councell was held this morning to 
confider of their Propofitions, the 
Protestor looketh favorably on their 
Petition. 

Dec. 14, Had an opportunitie this day of 
gaining fome further Information on 
the fubjedl of the Jewes^ it afFed:ed 
mee not a little in thinking on our 
returne home from Whitehall, that 
wee had looked upon one of that 
defpifed People the Rejedlors of the 
MeJJiah and the Imprecators of the 
Curfeupon themfelves and upon their 

Children : 
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Children : yet a People highly fa- 
vored by the Moji High. 

It did happen that as I was fpeak- 
ing of the circumftance of our feeing 
the Rabbit one prefent exprefled his 
Hope that the J ewes would bee ad- 
mitted into England. Dr. Wilkins^ 
(of Oxford^ anfwered him. Did he 
know that they were for having St. 
PauFs for their Synagogue, and the 
Bodleian Librarie at Oxford to bee 
given into their keeping. He had 
beene told they had offered the Pro-- 
teSlor 500,000 Pounds if thefe two 
Points were yeilded, to which hee 
was willing enough to agree, but 
others would not. There was a Rea- 
Ibn whifpered about that the Jewes 
were for making out the Protestor 
to bee the expected Mejfiah ; and it 
was knowne to not a few that fbme 
yewes had beene fearching through 
the Librarie at Cambridge for Bookes 

relating 
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Dec. 25, 
Tuefday, 



relating to Prophefies, and after- 
warde did goe downe to Huntingdon 
where Cromwell was borne, to get 
knowledge of his Familie and Ancef- 
tors; but this was noifed abroad, and it 
was thought prudent to difmifle them 
the Countrey : thefe yewes were 
from the Levant, but.it is not un- 
likely that this hath beene pleafing 
to the Prote£lor, znd made him well 
difpofed to favor the Deputation 
from Holland. I did liften with 
much attention to all that was fayd, 
and have here put it downe, as it 
feemeth to mee fomething wonder- 
full, that the Jewes (hould hold this 
opinion of Cromwell, and likewife it 
is curious to fee the hidden motive 
to Men's Adlions. 

No Churches open : We heard 
there was private Service in fome 
Families; I went to a Chappell 
near by. Word 
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Word early this morning from my 
Lord Winchelfea that my Daughter 
was ailing. Went to the Towerj 
tooke leave of my Hujband; my deare 
Life ill at eafe, afFeded with Cold 
and fome Feaver, no doubt caufed 
by his damp and miferable Lodging, 
and want of all Comforts : The 
wretch Baxter taketh a Pleafure in 
treating his Prifoners defpitefiilly. 

Found Die in prettie good Heart, 
and difpofed to fleepe. 

This afternoone my deare Daugh- 
ter fafely brought to bed ; returned 
heartfelt Thankes to Almightie God 
for this great Mercie : the Infant 
weakely, but with Care and good 
Nurfing likely enough to live. 

A fmile of peacefull Happinefle 
on my beloved Child's Face as fliee 
lay with the Babie on her Arme, 
fuch as I have not feene there for 

long. 
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1655. long. May fliee be reftored to 
Health, and the little one be Ipared 
to be a prefent Joy and a Crowne of 
rejoycing to her latter dayes. Her 
Sijiers fcarce take their eyes off, or 
doe anything but rocke the Cradle 
and watch Nurfe. Sent to the Tower 
to gladden the Heart of the poore 
Prifoner by the good tidings. 
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Ent to the Tower ^ thence to 
call at Mr. Evelyn's Lodg- 
ings By Covent Garden^ 
where I did incounter the unhappie 
Widow of the Lord C^^^/, her Daugh- 
ter newly maried, Ladie Beauchamp 
was alfo prefent ; a Gentlewoman of 
gracefull Cariage, and feemingly of 
fweet ingenuous Temper. Mention 
beeing made of Dr. Peter Heylyn^ 
Mr. Evelyn related fome anecdotes 
of divers Frights and Difafters which 
befell him in the late troublous 
Times; and the great lofle he had 
in his Bookes, which were all taken 
from him, and manie of them fold 

by 
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Feb. II, 
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by the Soldiers for a flagon of Ale. 
Hee, on one occafion, when he left 
his Hiding-place in the difguife of a 
poore wayfaring Man, beeing mett 
by fome Soldiers, one of them laying 
hold of his Hand, felt a Ring, under 
his Glove, and fo did conclude him 
a runnaway Cavalier; but by a good 
Chance for him they were difturbed 
in the Robberie of this good man, 
and mifl!ed finding fbme Peeces of 
Gold he had hidde in his High 
Shooes. Of late he^ hath retired to 
a Farme (beeing filenced preaching,) 
in Oxfordjhire. Mrs. Evelyn read 
fome Verfes of his, writt when hee 
was a Suitor to the Ladie he did 
afterwarde marie, and prefented to 
her with a rich gilded Bibky and I 
admiring them, Mrs. Evelyn did lend 
them to mee, that if I fo pleafed 
I might copie them, and then returne 
them to her. This* I have done. 

Thefe 
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Thefe by Dr. Peter Heyliriy given 

with a Bible. 

Could this outjide beholden bee 
To coji and cunning equally ; 

Or were it fuch as fnight fuffice 
The luxurie of curious Eyes ; 

Tet would I have my Deereji looke 
Not on the Cover y but the Booke. 

If thou art merie^ here are Aires ; 

If melancholie y here are Prayers : 
Ifjiudiousy here are tliofe things writ 

Which may deferve thy ableji Wit ; 
If hungry y here is Food Divine ; 

Ifthirftyy NeSlar, heavenly Wine. 

Read then^ but firji thy f elf e prepare 
To read with Zeale^ and marke with 
Care ; 
Andwhenthou read'fwhat here is writt 
Let thy beji PraBice fecond it ; 

So 
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1655-6. So twice each Precept readjhall bee^ 
Firji in the Booke and next in Thee. 

Much reading may thy Spirits wrong : 
Refrejh them^ therefore ^with a Song: 
And that thy Mujicke praife may merite. 
Sing David's Pfalms with David's 
Spirit ; 
That as thy Voice doth pierce MerCs 
Ears, 
So Jhall thy Prayers and Vows the 
Spheres. 



Thus ready thusjing, and then to thee 
The very Earth a Heaven /hall bee:- 

If thus thou readejiy thou Jhalt find 
A private Heaven withinthyMinde: 

Andfinging thus before thou die, 
Thoufingfi thy part to thofe onHigh. 



St. Valen- 
tine's Day. 
Feb. 14, 

Tburfday. 



At an early Houre this morning 
a fmall Packet was left by a ferving 
Man wearing a Liverie not knowne 

to 



Lady Willoughby. 



to LydgatCy who tooke it from him. 
It was addreiled to Miftrefs Frances 
Willoughby ; Fanny received it with 
an abafhed Countenance as her eve 
caught the writing of the Superfcrip- 
tion, which Charadter did not feeme 
altogether ftrange to her. Within 
the outmoft paper was a Letter tied 
with filke. She quickly handed it 
to mee to open, but I would not fo 
difhonour St. Valentine ^ and left her 
to penetrate the Myfterie. The Cuf- 
tome is in my minde a harmlefle 
one. Innocent in beeing generall, 
and in its poeticall and fancifull guife 
partaking fomewhat of the Ancient 
chivalrous Charadter : No doubt the 
Knight in this little piece of Gallan- 
trie, is a certaine Gentleman whofe 
Attention will not be difpleafing to 
the faire young Maiden ; who can 
fay that fhee will not fometime looke 
backe upon this very Day with a 

mournefull 
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mournefuU Pleafure, but I will 
checke my penne, nor difturb even 
in Imagination what is perhaps the 
firft whifper of Love to her young 
Heart: it may not bee ib, but I 
know not a more blefled Reliefe to 
my concerne for this deare Childj 
than that no mariage Contradt fhould 
be made for heVy unfanftified by a 
fweet and holie AfFeftion. Cuftome 
hath led us wrong in this matter, in 
the difpofal of one dearely loved 
Daughter y not fo fhall it againe : I 
have heard fay that an overture of 
mariage was made by my Lord Lei- 
cejier^ who did afke my hand for his 
Sonne, Lord Lijle^ which was re- 
fpedlfullie declined by my honoured 
Father: I was of tender Yeares; 
and my Mother approved not of en- 
gagements entered into for Parties in 
their Childhood, 



Yefternight 
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Yefternight the houfe of the Swe- 1655-6. 
dijh AmbafTador was curioufly lighted ^/^;^*^*' 
up, painted tranfparent Papers were 
put into the Frames of the Win- 
dowes, the glafle Panes beeing taken 
away, and Candles were placed be- 
hind the Paintings. In the Bal- 
cones on each fide of the Houfe 
were Trumpets, 7 or 8 founded to- 
gether : The occafion of all this to 
celebrate the Birth of the Swedijh 
Prince. 

As I was prepared to fet forth to March 4, 
the Tower ^ Word was brought me ^' 

that my Daughter Winchelfea was 
greatly alarmed about her Babie^ 
which had beene fuddenly feized with 
Convulfions in , the night ; though 
partly recovered, fhee did very ear- 
neftly intreat mee to come to her; 
after my Returne from the Tower ^ I 
came hither and found the Childhtt- 
ter. To 
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To day the Child doth appeare 
well, fave fome flight Indiipofition 
occafioned feemingly by the difagree- 
ment of its Food, my Daughter 
cheery, but no wonder fhee is foone 
alarmed. 



March 7, 
Friday, 



The poore Babie feized with ano- 
ther Fitte and fcarce could live 
through it; the Mother holdeth it 
in her Armes and will fufFer none 
other to take it/ 



March ii^ 
Tuefd^y, 



Againe hath the Lord vifited us 
with Afflidlion, my little Grandchild 
breathed its laft on Sunday night; 
my Daughter's ftate beeing but 
weakely, and fhee worne out with 
Nurfing and Anxietie of Heart, now 
lyeth danger oufly ill. 



March 14, 
Friday. 



The Feavor increafing and her 

Senfes 
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Senfes wander, another Phyjition 
called in. 

Still is there Hope as one of the 
Dodlors fayd to mee, there is no 
telling what the Young will ftruggle 
through, but her Health and Spirits 
have beene terribly (haken ; my Sif- 
ter hath taken away Fanny and £//- 
zabethj to bee out of the way of 
Ififedtion ; my Hujband hath many 
Feares for me, I am wonderfully 
preferved from Apprehenfion, but to 
fatisfie him take all the Precaution 
in my power, and doe weare Bags 
of Camphire fewed into my Dreffe, 
and fmell oft at a fmall grated Box 
one of the Phyjitions did give me, 
filled with fome ftrong Aromatique 
which fome do confider a fure Pre- 
fervative. 



127 
1655-6. 



March 15, 
Saturday, 



The Dodtors thinke fome Symp- 

tomes 



March 16. 
Sunday- 
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tomes more favourable : may the 
Lord bleffe their Endeavours to re- 
ftore this deare Child. 

Mr, E/velytiy who hath great In- 
genuity, fent mee a night Lampe, 
made of a large lumpe of Wax, which 
lighted and fet in a filver Bafon, giv- 
eth out a very fmall Flame and 
lafteth manie Nights. 

Againe worfe ; my Lord WtncheU 
fea is for having more Advice, but 
hath yeelded to our opinion, that 
having already 5 Phyjitionsy and thefe 
of moft Eminence, nothing would 
be gained, but the rather Inconve- 
nience by more. 

To-day all Hope is given up,* knew 
not how to find Wordes to tell the 
fad Newes to my poore Hujband ; 
now indeed is the bitternefle of our 
Separation fully experienced, his 

Daughter 
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Daughter dying, and he fhut up in 
Prifon. 

At 5 o'Clocke yefterday Morning, 
my beloved Daughter Diana fell 
ajleepe in the 2 1 ft yeare of her Age, 
a fhort Life in which fhee had paft 
through a deepe Baptifme; God^s 
will be done. 

Looked for the laft time on the 
deare Remaines; much broken in 
fpirit and very forrowfull, yet I 
mourned not as one without hope, 
and was enabled to attaine unto a 
good degree of Compofure ere I 
turned away from the fweete placid 
Countenance • Tooke from between 
the leaves of my Bible a few withered 
Flowers, and gently laid them on 
her Breaft : kiffed the peaceful Face 
of my beloved Childj and left the 
Chamber, As I foftly clofed the 

Doore k 
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March 26, 
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Doore and felt that never more 

Take up the Penne, but what can 
I fay ? Lordy I beleevcj helpe thou mine 
unbeleefe. Pat her ^ not my WilU but 
Thine be done. 



March 18, 
Friday, 



As the Hart panteth after the nva- 
ter-brooksy fo panteth my Soule after 
Thee, O God. Beene favoured to 
approach to fome Foretafte of this 
Heavenly State, as I was led this 
morning in the Solitude of my Clofet 
into deep Meditation on the Holi- 
nefle and Perfection of the Divine 
Being. My foule feemed readie to 
crie out. Do with me as thou wilt, 
O Gody to lead mee unto thyfelfe : 
yet fo Ibone as the Prayer was ut- 
tered, my poor fearfull Nature trem- 
bled ; The Spirit is willingy but the 
Flejh is weake. Gracious words from 
Him who was tried as wee are, yet 
without Sinne, 

My 
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My Daughter and pretty Grand- 
children all taken; I can truly fay, 
that for my precious Child's fake I 
can rejoyce that fhee is removed from 
this Life of Sorrow ; bereaved of her 
fweet Childreny and of the laft juft 
as fhee had tafted once more of a 
Mother's joy, her over-grieved Heart 
could no more fuftaine this frefh 
Griefe, and (hee has followed them 
no more to be feparated. 

MournefuU is it to the more ad- 
vanced in Yeares, to fee the Young 
taken, the Infant of a few dayes and 
the youthfuU Mother^ whileft the 
aged Pilgrim is left to defcend with 
feeble Step into T!he Valley of the 
Shadow of Death. The hordes will 
be done. May I more and more 
ftrive to bee prepared to give an Ac- 
count of my Stewardfliip, whenfoever 
it may be his will to fummon me 
hence. It 
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It hath beene a time of deepe 
and tender Exercife of Spirit as I 
kept watch by the Sicke bed ; gra- 
cioufly vifited by fweet Tokens of 
the Divine Prefence^ and enabled to 
refigne this precious Objedt of my 
Love and tender Solicitude, com- 
forted to know that fhee had found 
Chriji to be indeed the Way^ the 
Truthy and the Life. There were 
but few Seafons of Confcioufnefle 
and they fhort, as a Stupor fucceeded 
to the Delirium; once toward the 
laft fhee opened her eyes, and fixed 
them upon mee with a pitifull looke, 
and her Lippes moved, but there was 
no articulate Sound, poore Thing! 
the Change to her is doubtlefle a 
happie one, but to mee a heavie and 
grievous Lofle, fhee was ever a 
dearely loved Childy and of late my 
Heart had beene drawne to her in 
neare Sympathie in her many Trialls, 

Her 
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Her Sijiers doe take this Sorrow 
much to Heart, and weepe for her 
and the little Babe. 



1656. 



The Imprifonnement of my deare 
Hujband becometh greatly wearifome 
to him. He doth now often wifh 
that hee had not returned to 'Eng- 
landy but had flayed to manage his 
Affaires in Antigudy faying to-day 
when the time drew neare for mee 
to take my Leave, that hee would 
more willingly bee feparated from us 
by the wide Sea, than the thicke 
Walls of the Tower y prevented the 
free ufe of his Limbs, and denied 
the frefh Aire, and expofed to the 
Infblence of the Governour. Be- 
holding him thus chafed, propofed 
to goe myfelfe to the ProteSiory and 
petition for his Releafe, but this an- 
gered him mightily. Doe fuppofe 
it is more difficult to Man's nature 

to 



April 17, 
TburftUy, 
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1656. to be patient than it is to us : Accus- 
tomed to refift and overcome DifE- 
cultie and Danger, it is a furprife to 
them when it doth happen other- 
wife ; and whatfoever they may fuf- 
fer, if like occafion offer againe, fel- 
domc are they deterred from . the 
fame conduft. At this time, beleeve 
my Lord would, if hee were given 
his Libertie, plunge into the firft 
Scheme that was contrived as hope- 
full of Succefle, as though they had 
never failed in Attempts which have 
hitherto ended onely in Death or 
Captivitie : He did urge upon mee to 
leave this wearie Citie ; T!he fweet 
Aire of Parham would better thy 
Healthy deare Wife : this he fayd as 
he did tenderly remarke on my pale 
and worne Lookes, and my Haire 
turning graie. And yet it will goe 
hard to part withfuch_ a loving Care- 
taker ^ the onely deare Comfort I have. 

Would 
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Would not confent to leave London ; 
on the contrarie, would defire to ftay 
with him altogether in the Tower, 
but this hee will never heare mce 
fpeake of. Reached my Lodging 
well nigh fpent. 

Through the Kindnefle and Per- 
feverance of our Friends, my Ht{f- 
band hath the Libertie of the Tower 
allowed him : They have entered 
into Securitie for him, and it is to 
be hoped his Health will bee amend- 
ed now that hee hath fome Ipace to 
take Exercife, and can breathe the 
open Aire, 

Spent thefe few Dayes paft in the 
houfe, beeing under the neceflitie of 
taking fome reft. Looked over fome 
Papers of my poore Daughter which 
my Lord Winchelfea hath forwarded 
to mee, they did confift chiefly of 

Letters, 
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Letters, and of thefe not manie : one 
Paper carefully folded contained fome 
Verfes of Fanny's^ which I have co- 
pied before giving them backe to 
ler keeping. 



On hearing of the Deceafe of my 

deare Sijier^s Baiie, and given 

to her by mee, 

TChrough the white covering of its Bed 
The Snow-drop lifteth up its Heady 
Though fraile it looke, it enters Life 
Bravely to he are the winterie Jirife ; 
While the morefweet and tender Flower ^ 
Tranfplanted from its native Bower ^ 
And balmy Aire, andfunnie Skies y 
Droops its fair e Forme y and fades and 

dyes. 
So thisfweete Babie bloomed awhile y 
Andfmiled to meete its Mother's^fe/T?, 
Then for its home in Heaven did pine y 
And Death unloofed lifers fiver Line; 

On 
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On joy full wings the Spirit fledy 
Her name recorded with the Dead. 

Frances Willoughby. 
At Farhaniy 
April lo, 1 654, 

On the night when my deare 
Daughter fell ill of that fatall Sick- 
nefle, as wee tooke off her Cloathes, 
I found a fmall Packet or cafe of 
white Satin worne concealed by her 
Neck kerchefe, I put it carefully 
afide at the time, and opening it 
fome fewe dayes after her Deceafe, 
did find within the lafte fold a filken 
Locke of pale browne Haire, on the 
Satin was worked in Gold Thread 
the letter iJ, and the date of the 
yeare, 1654: Her darling Heneage^ 
the firft borne and the firft laid in the 
Grave, foone to bee followed by his 
little Sijier ; not long, and another 
Infant refted its head on its Mother's 

bolbme. 
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bofome, this was taken, and now the 




Mothers Triall was over, and fhee 




too was laid- hefide them. 


May la, 


Sonnet by my Daughter Fanny. 


Monday. 






This/mall but cojilie Cajkety rich inlay ed 




With Gems and Ivorie, with Carv- 




ings Jine 




Of Sandel-wood, its Rbonnejides to 




line. 




Whence afweet Odour doth the whole 




pervade ; 




Sojweet is it, that all things therein laid 




When drawne at times from forth 




their fcented Shrine 




Do ever beare with them this breath- 




ing Signe 




That they have dwelt ii^ithin its per- 




fumed Jhade. 




So when the pious and all lowly Heart 




A trefure Houfe is kept wherein 




doth dwell 


rhe 



Lady Willoughby. 

T^he love of God with moji deare 

Conjiancie^ 
To every word and deed it doth impart^ 
A Vertue and a gracious Fragrancie 
Which doth to all its hidden worjhip 

tell. 
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Thefe Verfes are to my thinking 
pretily written, this perhaps not fur- 
prifing as we are readie to make 
much account of what our Children 
do, but yet more is it pleafing to 
me to fee her Fancy thus difporte 
itfelfe, drawing good from the little 
Accidents of Life : when I did ex- 
prefle to her this Satisfaction, fhee 
replied that herein fhee had no 
Merit, fhee had been favoured one 
day, as indeed not feldome is our 
priviledge to enjoy the edifying Dif- 
courfe of a pious and deare Friend, 
who did at that time as at many 
others very feelingly enlarge on the 

indwelling 
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1656. indwelling of the Holy Spirit and its 
worke of Regeneration and Sanftifi- 
cation wrought in the Heart, the 
while hee fpake, her eye refted on 
the little Indian perfume Box, given 
to her by our young friend Mr. Bre- 
retoriy which ftood neare her on the 
Table ; and as fliee pondered in fi- 
lence on the Wordes fhee had heard, 
her Thoughts did thus drefle them- 
felves. Shee hath a great liking for 
the Sonnet and can repeat by heart 
many of the moft perfedl writt in 
our language, alfo this tafte hath 
beene encreafed by her ftudie of the 
Italian; with fome difficulty I did 
gain her Permiflion to fhow the 
Poem to him whom I may call the 
Sower of the good Seed, who doth 
hold her in his afFed:ionate regard, 
beleeving that he would receive fome 
Satisfaction in the perufal. Of this 
Shepheard of the Lord's fold it may 

bee 



Lady Willoughby, 



bee fayd of him in the exercife of 
his Miniftry, that, in the Wordes of 
the Pfalmift, Hefeedeth them accord-- 
ing to the integritie, of his Heart. 

Sir Henry Vane is fent Prifoner to 
Carrijbrooke €ajile ; whence this Se- 
veritie of the Protestor to one who 
hath ufed to ftand high in his Ef- 
teeme and hath done him fervice is 
not well knowne : fome mention is 
there of a Booke he hath written. 

Went with Mr. Evelyn and his 
Wife downe to Tunbridge, and re- 
mained there two dayes: there is 
much building of Houfes for the 
Lodging of Strangers, and for Shops. 
I have heard fay that when the ^een 
reforted thither for the improvement 
of her Health after the birth of the 
Prince^ fhe was Lodged in Tents fett 
upp for her on the Down ; as the 

Wells 
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Sept. 14. 



0£(ober 2, 
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Wells became more frequented, the 
people fet up Standings under the 
row of Trees in the road to the Well, 
where they fold tjieir Goods to the 
Companye who palTed bye. We 
lodged at a pretie Cottage clofe by 
the Well : one morning as wee 
walked under fome fine Trees, whofe 
Leaves were beginning to fade, Mr. 
Evelyn, who hath wonderful know- 
ledge of mofte things but efpeciallye 
of Trees, did point out to mee the 
new Budde at the foot of the Leafe 
Stalke, which by its groweth takes 
up the fappe, and thus the old Leafe 
doth lofe its nourifhment and fades 
and drops off; fo that inftead of pity- 
ing the Trees when they are lofing 
their Leaves, wee fhould fee it only 
as the preparation for Spring, and a 
frcffher Verdure. Neverthelefle Au- 
tumn hath a pleafing fadnefle in its 
leflbn of Change and Death. 

At 



Lady Willoughby. 



At Table one prefent gave us this 
Anecdote of Sir Henry Wotton : Hee 
being in a Popifli Chappel, a Prieft 
that knew him fent a Paper to him 
with this Query, Where was your Re- 
ligion before Luther? under which 
he writt thefe words. Where yours is 
not, in the written Word of God. 

Mrs. Evelyn tooke us with her to 
Pall-Mall. Choccolate was handed 
to the Companie in Cups of fine 
Porcelain, and rare fweetmeats and 
Italian Bifketts : The Lady Ranelagh 
was there on a vifite, fhe mett me 
courteoufly, and was pleafed to lay 
that her Brother Mr. Robert Boyle 
would regret not feeing niee. 

The Petition for leave to go to 
Surinam of no availe. 

c 

Have remained in the Tower fince 

this 



^43 
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Odober 6, 



O^ber 7; 
Tuefday* 



O^ber 27, 
Monday, 



I 



144 

1656. 



0€tohcr 28, 

Tuefday, 



From the Diary of 



this day fenight to attend on my 
deareft hifey who hath beene grie- 
voufly ill, he is now better and hath 
walked out twice or thrice. 

As we were at Dinner to day my 
Lord fayd he beleaved wee were in 
the fame Roome wherein Sir "John 
Eliot was imprifoned for fo long and 
died, I afked who was hee? He 
anfwered that hee was one of the 
firft to fufFer when differences be- 
gan betweene the late King and his 
Parliament^ one of feveral Mem- 
bers that were fent to the Tower ^ to 
bee out of his (the Kings) \sray ; He 
was of a right noble Spirit, and ra- 
ther than accept the Conditions of- 
fered which hee deemed dishonour- 
able, remained in Prifon, to die a 
lingering Death from Difeafe brought 
on by his long Captivitie. / was a 
Youthy faid my Hufband, at that time^ 

he 
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he was much talked about ^ and I am 
beholden to him for the frji Jiir rings 
in my Heart of a hatred of Tyrannie, 
ill enough he would thinke I have fol- 
lowed his Example. Mr. Hampden 
knew him well and did honour and 
ejieeme him beyond any other Many and 
after his Death was a Father to his 
Sonne s: In Countenance he was thought 
byfome to bee like the King ; his Haire 
and Beard he wore in like fajhion. 

So ill to day feare I can conceale 
it no longer, as Captain Butler ^ who 
dined with us, queftioned mee, and 
fo fixed my Hujband's attention more 
on my Lookes, who had at divers 
times obferved the Palenefle of my 
Countenance, and that I could with 
difBcultie keepe any Warmth in mce. 

Became fo ill I was like to give 
up. Some gold peices given to Ser- 
jeant 

u 
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Nov. 28, 
Friday. 



Dec. 4, 
Tburjday, 
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Dec. 6, 
Saturday, 



jeant. Dendy had their efFedl, ^nd the 
ufe of an inner Roome was permitted 
us ; and, with his wifes helpe, a Bed, 
fo called, was made up therein; a 
darke miferable place, but I was 
thankefuU for the Privacie, and this 
Woman, who was kindly difpofed 
and forry for my Condition, did fuch 
little Services fhee could without 
danger of obfervation : My Hujband 
hath profitted by his owne Illnefle 
in fome particulars, to my advantage; 
efpecially was hee very alive to the 
Diftrefle occafioned by Thirft, and 
failed not to bring a Cup of Water 
every time he came to my Bedfide. 

To-day Capt. Butler did come to 
fee my Hujband^ and did ufe manie 
Arguments to perfwade mee to come 
out from the Tower; but I am the 
more bent upon flaying with my 
Hujband now that I know better than 

I did 
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I did once what this Imprifonment 
is ; and if ta me, who have beene 
here but a few Weekes, it is fo mi- 
ferable, what muft it bee to him 
who hath beene fhut up thefe i8 
Months ? Capt. Butler did then take 
a lead Penne and a peece of writing 
Paper, and wrote. I retired to reft, 
and on my returne, my Lord {hewed 
mee a Letter, and did requeft me to 
make a Copie thereof. 

To the LiOrd ProteBor. 

May it pleafe your Highneffe, 

The laft Thurfday I was invited to 
Dinner with my Lord Willoughby^ 
whofe Ladie is defperately ficke ; 
fhee will not be perfuaded to re- 
move from her Hujbandy which 
makes mee moft humbly requeft 
your Highneffe^ if his Offence be 
not great, to grant him the liber- 
tie to remove to Sir Robert Stone's 

Houfe 



1656. 



This copy 
nightly dif- 
fers ^om 
that pre- 
(crved in 
Thurlow*s 
State Papers. 
Ed, 
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Houfe in buttle Street. Thus 
much I know, that hee is much 
in Debt, & would willingly goe 
fettle either in Antigo or Surinam. 
As for his Ladie, fliee was a great 
friend to the caufe of Libertie and 
true Religion, and it is poffible 
things may bee mifinterpreted to 
your Highnejfe concerning htvHuf- 
band. In this Clemehcie of your 
Highnejfe will appear the conqueft 
of your Paffion, which after all 
my fadnefle fhall oblige mee to 
remaine 

Your Highnejfe' s 

nioft humble Servant, 
though moft unworthie, 

Gregorie Butler. 
Dec. 6, 1656. 

We heard nothing from Mr. But- 
ler till this Day, when hee came he 
had received a fhort Replie from Mr. 

Secretary 
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Secretary Thurlowe to this purpofe, 
that His Highnejfe had knowne the 
Lord Willoughby many Yeares, and 
that it was through no Mifreprefen- 
tation that the faid Lord found him- 
felfe in his prefent Situation : the 
Inconveniencie thereof it refted not 
with him to amend. We had en- 
couraged no great Expedlation, fo 
were not difappointed, neverthelefle, 
a fniall dofe of Patience was fervice- 
able. 

Heare with concerne that Dod:or 
yeremy Taylor is fent to the Tower ; 
this on fb fmall an Offence as a Pic- 
ture beeing fet in his Prayer Booke. 
Letter from Fanny to fay my Pre- 
fence is greatly wanted, her Sifter 
no better, io have fixed, beleaving it 
my Duty, to leave this place, which 
I can do the more eafily, as my deare 
Life is well recovered, 

1657. It 
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May 16, 

Saturday, 




T hath beene expedled by 
fbme that the Protestor 
would have himfelfe crown- 
ed Kingy but it having beene pro- 
pofed in the Houfe that a Petition 
fhould be drawne up, to the efFedl 
that they did advife him to take upon 
himfelfe the Title of Kingy as more 
confonant to the good of the State 
and a fettled Government, manie 
were againft it, and of thefe his 
oldeft Friends ; there not beeing the 
Unanimitie and Support from thefe 
hee had looked for, he hath declined 
the Honour that fbme would put 
upon him ; fome, no Friends to him, 

have 
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have had their Hopes raifed by the 
Attempt; once the tide fet in for 
Royalties they thinke the Heart of the 
People would foone return to its 
true Allegiance, and the Reftoration 
of the rightfuU King bee the fooner 
brought about; and if Adverfitie 
hath had its proper ufe, the Sonne 
might be expedled not unreafonably 
to bee a better King than his Father ^ 
whom men have pitied fo much for 
his Death that his ill Government is 
well nigh forgotten, and fome who 
were the firft to take up Armes in 
the caufe of the People, thinke them- 
felves not much better off. 



1657. 



A great ftirre made in London laft 
Friday at the Ceremonie of the In- 
auguration, which was performed 
with the State and Pompe of the 
Crowning of a King. A rich Cloath 
of State was fet up in Wefiminjier 

Hall, 



July 3. 

Friday, 
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Hally^nA underneath it a Chair of 
State up two Steppes covered with 
Carpets. The Protestor firft pafled 
fome Bills in Parliament^ and then 
hee went into Wejiminjier Hally at- 
tended by Gentlemen and Heraulds 
and Officers ; The Earle of War- 
wicke carrying the Sword before him; 
The Speaker prefented to him a Robe 
of Purple Velvet lined with Ermine, 
which was put upon him, then he 
gave him a Bible, and the Sword 
was girded on, a- Sceptre of Gold 
given into his hand, and a Speech 
was made to him, and the Oath given 
him ; Then were great Shouts and 
the Trumpets founded, and he fate 
himfelfe downe in the Chair of State, 
holding the Sceptre in his hand. A 
Herauld proclaimed his Tattle; The 
Ceremonie being ended hee went to 
his Coach, his Traine borne by Mr. 
Rich and other young Nobilitie, fo 

hee 
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hee hath done his beft to come as 
near to a Kingjhip as might bee. 

There is publicke Advertifement 
of a Coach drawne by fix Horfes to 
fett out from Alder/gate London^ 
every Monday to Weji-Chejier^ alfo 
the fame to returne every Monday 
from Chejier; likew^ife a Coach and 
fix every Monday to Torky a great 
convenience to Travellers. 

We heare to day that the Ladie 
Mary 9 as fhee is ftyled, is maried to 
my Lord Falconberg, and her Sifter 
was maried laft w^eeke to Mr. Richy 
Grandfonne to the Earle oi Warwick: 
much worldly Wifdome in his High- 
nejfe in procuring thefe Alliances 
with men of fome ranke for his 
Familie. 

Now is there to bee a new Houfe 

of 
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oi Lords; Writts are iflued to divers 
Perfons to fit as Members in the 
other Houfe: wee heare it not called 
the Houfe of Peers. It is remarked 
on this fteppe backe to the old In- 
ftitutions, that if the Protestor ftand 
in need of the Lords ^ it is like that it 
will not be long before wee muft 
have a Kingj and it is thought hee 
aimes at this Dignitie. 

Find Helpe and Comfort in the 
habit of ejaculatorie Praier, fince it 
is difficult in my prefent hurried way 
of life to keepe to my ufuall Seafons 
of retirement during the day : yet 
doe I ftrive not to lofe hold of my 
Dependence upon Divine Helpe : 
and fo even in Compahie or in a 
Coach, or however occupied, am 
more content if my Soule hath beene 
engaged in a fhort Prayer or Thanks- 
giving; or if this much is not at- 
tained 
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tained unto, I indeavour to colledt 
my Thoughts, by faying over a Verfe 
or Text that may be applyable to 
the Bufinefle wherein I may bee en- 
gaged : feele humbled that the cares 
and vanities of the World take up fo 
much of my time, praie for deliver- 
ance from Temptation to Evill, and 
to be preferved from the more hidden 
Sinne, the felfe righteous fpirit of 
the Pharifee^ into which the open 
wickednefle of others doth oft prove 
a fnare to poore weake human Na- 
ture ; of myfelfe I can do nothing, 
and may the Faith of St. Paul tndhlt 
me to faie with him, / can doe all 
things through Chrijl who Jlrengthen- 



eth 



me. 



Later than ufuall when I arrived 
at the Tower: the ftriving to keepe 
a cheerefuU Countenance, and to 
lighten the Hardfliips of this long 

Imprifonment, 
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Dec. 26, 
Saturday* 



Imprifonment, is beginning to afFedt 
my Health t to day my Heart was 
full, and I gave way, on firft meeting 
my deare Hujban^s embrace, and 
hidde my Face on his Shoulder, un- 
able to controll my Teares. Mypoore 
Wife^ thou art worne outy he fayd 
tenderlie, but cheere up^ Love, wee 
Will have a merrie Chrijimajfe yet. It 
was very fweet to bee comforted by 
him, even in a Prifon. When the 
time came that I was to leave, he 
confented to take into Confideration 
what I had urged more than once, 
that I fhould petition the ProteSior 
in perfon. 

Yefterday Mr. Evelyn and his 
Wife came to London, to celebrate 
Chrijimajfe-day y and did prevaile with 
mee to goe with them to Exeter 
ChapelL. Mr. Gunning preached on 
7 Micahy 2 verfe. The Sermon 

ended 
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ended he did proceed to adminifter 
the Holie Sacrament^ it was then dif- 
covered that the Chappell was fur- 
rounded with Soldiers ; they held 
their Mulketts againft us, to the no 
fmall feare of fome prefent, yet did 
they not prevent our going up to the 
Altar. After the Service was finifh- 
ed, thofe prefent were made Pri- 
foners, and fome carried away. We 
were of thofe who did remaine at 
the Houfe. Mr. Evelyn did after- 
ward informe us, that after Dinner, 
of which he was invited to partake. 
Officers from Whitehall came to ex- 
amine the Prifoners : they queftioned 
Mr. Evelyn why, contrarie to the 
ordinance made that the fuperftitious 
Celebration of the Nativitie fhould 
no longer bee obferved, hee durft fo 
offend and bee at Common Praiers, 
which they called Majfe in Englijh ; 
fo, after much irreverent fpeaking of 

this 
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this day, and contumelioufly treating 
him, they let him goe, content with 
making this vaine fhow of their 
Authoritie. 



1657-8. My 
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1657-8. 

Y Lord Lijle hath fixed to 
take mee to Whitehall to 
morrow at noone ; hee did 
as much as in him lay to give mee 
Incouragement : felt that the greateft 
would have beene the more heartie 
Confent of my Hujband to this Courfe : 
if fo bee it faile, the having followed 
my owne Judgement in putting the 
matter to this Iflue, will adde to my 
trouble, but this I humbly hope I 
am prepared to beare; it feemeth 
cleare to my Minde that we ought 
not to omitt doing that which on due 
Confideration and impartially weigh- 
ing of the fubjed: appeareth to us 

right. 
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right, becaufe the Event may here- 
after prove us to have misjudged : 
if wee may not doe Evill that Good 
may come of it, fo w^ee may not leave 
undone the Good, becaufe it may 
end in Evill; elfe vsree fhoiild fit 
downe with our Hands before us, 
and opportunities of Action Aide paft 
us, not to bee recalled. 



January 89 
Friday, 



Set forth in a good degree of out- 
ward Compofure, and not without 
an inward Strengthening which did 
greatly fupport mee; neverthelefle, 
when wee Hopped at Whitehall^ I 
had much need of my Lord Lijle*s 
arme. When wee entered the Roome, 
the Protestor fate at a Table whereon 
were Papers and Letters. One or 
two Gentlemen were in attendance^ 
whom hee did difmifle, and then 
rofe. My Lord Lijle fpake a few 
Wordes and ledde me towards him : 

He 



Lady Willoughby. 

He bowed as I advanced, with the 
Petition held in my hand, and pre- 
fented it to him; he tooke it, and 
motioned to mee to be feated. I was 
faine to obey him through Weak- 
nefle, elfe would it have better pleafed 
mee not to accept even this fmall 
Courtifie at his hands. He glanced 
at the Paper and then Ipake : The 
Lord Willoughby doth intreat his Bin- 
largement in a more humble tone it 
feems^ as does better fuit his Condition, 
and doth no longer talke high oflnjuf- 
tice and the like: it is well; He is one 
who, having fet his band to the Plough, 
hath turned backe, and concerning fuch 
is it not fay d they are accurfed? what 
fayeth the. Spirrit to the Laodiceans ? 
For that thou art neither cold nor hot, 
I will fpew thee out of my Mouth. 
He went on in this manner for fome 
time, and then fayd, I doe perceave 
my Lord Willoughby giveth us his 

word 
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word thaty fo hee may bee allowed to 
goe forth for a /pace y to attend to the 
needfull Settlement of his Affaires y he 
will returne to his Imprifonment . But 
how expeSteth hee to bee beleeved ; 
Who /hall put their trujl infuch as he ? 
Hereat I fpake with fome warmth. 
May I reminde your Highnefle that 
you fpeake to the Lord Willoughby's 
Wifey and ill would it become her to 
hearefuch Wordes unmoved. I crave 
your Highnefle's/^r^<?;?, but meethinks 
no ASl of my Lorde doth warrant any 
Many much leffe your Highnefle, to 
doubt his Honour. Tou Jhall judge 
yourfelfcy Madam, he replied ; there- 
upon hee turned to a Cabinet that 
was neare to him, and tooke out 
fome Papers; from thefe hee did 
feleiS two Letters, one of thefe hee 
unfolded and afked mee did I know 
the writing ? I could not denie that 
I did ; there was no fignature, and 

the 
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the latter part was in Cyphers. T^hat 
is not the onely one^ he continued, and 
opened another, and gave it mee, 
dated but two months backe : His 
Highnejfe did then commence a Dif- 
courfe, if To it could be called, Teem- 
ing rather a fomewhat confufed 
utterance of his Thoughts ; quoting 
fundrie Texts oi Scripture y which he 
did interfperfe with talke of Governe- 
ment, High-treafon, and fo forth : 
of fome men beeing forced againft 
their Will, to rule the State, though, 
forely opprefled by the Burthen : 
this feemingly addrefled to other ears 
than mine ; after a while hee paufed, 
and I againe fpoke fomething in 
this manner, that I did conceeve a 
Prifbner and one illegally made fo, 
had a full right to ufe any means in 
his power to efcape, and to engage 
his Friends in his behalf. As he 
replyed not, I further fayd. If your 

Highnefle 
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Highnefle caji.your eye backe a few 
yearesj it would befeene that the Lord 
Willoughby did /how us true concern- 
ment for the Libertie of the Nation^ as 
others who were then Jiriving onely to 
obtaine this "Jujlice for the People;. 
That hee beleeveing that howfoever 
righteous a Caufe might bee, that it 
would not fanStife un-righteous Meanes, 
and forefeeing great Evill and Confu-- 
Jion, did Jlop Jhort in the Worke, was 
no dijhonour to him as a Chrijiian or 
a Gentleman. As to High Treafon, 
itpajfeth my poor e abilitie to comprehend 
what doth make High Treafon, feeing 
// changethjides with the Jlrongeji, and 
is the Crime of the Opprejfed refjiing 
the Opprejfor. I marvell that I fpake 
fo boldly. So I arofe and fayd. Since 
Tour Highnefle fetteth at nought my 
Lord's Wordy your Highneflfe's An- 
fiver will bee beji tranfmitted through 
your Secretaries a Wife's Lippes re-- 

peate 
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peate not Words of fuch indignitie to 
her Hufband, / begge your High- 
nefle's leave to withdraw. To my 
furprife he did detain mee, and 
queftioned mee on fome indifferent 
and trifling Matters, as it appeared 
to mee, then of a fudden changed 
his Tone, faying. Who can find a ver- 
tuous Woman ? her Price is far above 
Rubies y the Heart of her Hufband doth 
fafely trufi in her. Madaniy we doe 
accept my Lord Willoughby's Termesy 
holding his Wife's truth as his hofiage, 
his Petition Jhall be laid before the 
Councill. So ended the Interview, 
and I hafted to the Tower. It is 
rumoured that the ProteSlor is greatly 
defirous that the old Peeres ftiould 
come to his new Houfe of Lords; 
hence his wifli to conciliate in fome 
Quarters. His Lookes are not thofe 
of one at eafe in his Pofition, his 
Face was worne and caft-downe, and 

I obferved 
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1657-8. I obferved an anxious manner of lis- 
tening to any Sound, and once at a 
fuddcn movement of my Lord hijley 
he ftarted and looked behind him, 
feeming as though hee would have 
put his Hand on the PiftoUs which 
were befide him, but checked hini- 
felfe ; doe compaflionate him, as one 
who hath felt himfelfe called to a 
mightie Worke, the Ifliies whereof 
have beene too mightie for his Guid- 
ance, and too full of Temptation 
and Conflid: for his Peace. . Many 
do fay of him, that never was there 
a man of fo great Courage and Abi- 
litie to lead others. With Power 
have come Pride and Selfe-exalta- 
tion, and thefe have brought Cru- 
eltie, and Injuftice : but who am I 
that I ftiould judge him, or fpeake 
of events above my Knowledge and 
Place ; Let mee be thankfuU for the 
profpedt of the fpeedie Releafe of 

my 
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my beloved Hujband from his long 1657-8. 
Imprifonment. 

Tooke a -Coach and went to Wejl- Jan. 9, 
minjiery and waited at my Kinfman's ^''^'^-^• 
till a Friend came in from the Houfey 
and brought me the comforting 
Newes that an Order had been pafTd 
that the Lord Willoughby of Par ham 
fhall be difcharg'd of his Imprifon- 
ment, upon his Honour, and upon 
the Engagement in 10 Thoufand 
Pounds of his Friends, that hee fhall 
peaceably demeane himfelfe for the 
future, and ihall not join with or 
have any Correfpondence with any 
Enemies of the Lord ProteBor &c. 
Wednefday the i oth of January ap- 
pointed for the Prifoner to bee 
brought to the Bar of the Houfe; 
William Willoughby tooke word to 
the Towery the while I went with 
Fanny to looke for another and more 

commodious 
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]zn. 12, 

Tuefday, 



Jan. 20, 
IVednefday, 



commodious Lodging, that we now 
have, not being fuitable to my Lord. 
Found one in ^een Street, hand- 
fomely furnifhed and provided, the 
People of the houfe civillie inclined. 

My deare Life in excellent fpirits, 
and divers of our Friends came to 
fuppe with us ; did, by mutuall con- 
fent, fpeake little of either King or 
Protestor, this being fo joyfull an 
occafion. 

The Houfe of Commons met this 
day, as alfo the new Houfe oi Lords ; 
none of the old, fave one or two, 
would fit with this medley of per- 
fons fummoned by the Protestor. 
Even the Earl of Warwick kept out 
of the way. It is fayd the Protec- 
tor is greatly caft downe in private, 
and is at his Wits' end for Money. 
Truely, this hath an aire of Royaltie. 

Find 
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Find wee cannot leave London at 
prefent. Our excellent friend Mr. 
Evelyn hath not been abroad of late, 
by reafon of the illnefle of his Son 
Richard, who hath the Ague ; Fanny 
is in much concerne for him, fhee 
hath oft defcribed him as a Child 
of rare beautie and endowment. 

Arrived a meilage from Sayes Court. 
The poore Child died yefter-day. 

Great fenfation caufed by the fud- 
den, and moft unexpected, diflblving 
of Parliament J they having fate but 
a Fortnight. The ProteSior hath 
mett with vexatious Oppofition in 
the Houfe of Commons, who take no 
account of the upper Houfe which 
hee hath lately raifed up ; and it is 
fuppofed that this, and fome private 
caufe of Difpleafure, and fecret In- 
formation of the iJ^jy^/^j- movements, 

did 
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did fo worke on him, hee beeing 
alfo ill in Health, that in fome fud- 
den heat and diftemperature, hee 
hurried to the Houfe^ waiting not 
for his Carriage, but, calling his 
Guards, tooke a Coach ftanding neare 
Whitehally and fo went downe, and 
fent for the Commons^ who adjourn- 
ing their Bufinefle did follow the 
Uflier into his prefence. He ac- 
cufed them of iova^ being leagued 
with Charles Stuart^ and others of 
difturbing the People with a talke 
of devifing the Common wealth anew, 
and (o falling off from their former 
Advice and Petition to him ; feeing 
this to bee the end of their fitting, 
he did diflblve that Parliament. Thefe 
Particulars I have thought it worth 
while here to fett downe, as I did 
hear them given yefter-night to my 
Lord by one prefent. During the 
day, many coming and going. Came 

to 
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to dine with us, my Lord Baltimore; 
a lively Difcourfe was carried on, the 
Converfation turned chiefely to the 
ftate of the Colonies, a fubjedl of in- 
tereft to my Hujband; and my Lord 
Baltimore entered into a more par- 
ticular Relation of the early Settle- 
ment of Maryland by his Father, Sir 
George Calvert, who did confider 
that entire libertie of Confcience in 
matters of Religion, ^ was the true 
foundation of Profperity and Hap- 
pineffe of a People, and did make 
Laws to this effedt : that no one in 
his Colony fliould be hindered or 
molefted in the exercife of his Re- 
ligion. This liberality of Sentiment 
the more commendable in him, that 
he was a Papijl. And fo it was that 
his Colony did flourifh exceedingly 
for fome years; But of late it has 
fallen into the hands of others, under 
this prefent Government, who have 

excluded 
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excluded all Roman Catholicks from 
the benefit of the wife and benevo- 
lent Laws of their Founder, and 
brought Difcord and Strife into the 
Settlement. So it feemeth the Sa- 
viour^ s words muft come to pafs, and 
men make his Religion of Love a 
caufe of Hatred and Uncharitable- 
nefle. Will it ever be on Earth that 
the Tree of Life fhall {pread forth 
its Branches, and its Leaves be for the 
healing of the Nations^ 

My Lord Brereton hath writt to 
my Hujband at the requeft of his 
Sonne; the Engagement of the young 
People hath beene fb informally en- 
tered into, that we felt it to bee our 
Dutie to requeft fome explanation. 
Mr. Brereton did unadvifedly yield 
himfelfe to the Captivation of our 
incomparable Daughter j fo doth his 
Father ftyle her, unmindfuU of the 

Confequence, 



Confequence, and hath by fweet in- 1657-8. 
telligence of Lookes, and more fweet 
muficke of low dropping Wordes, 
and interchange of Thought in all 
deare Friendfhip and pure AfFedtion, 
fo tuned her Heart to his, that either 
apart knoweth but a fad monotony, 
now hee is like one diftradted, hav- 
ing but a popre Purfe, and neither 
Houfe nor Land whereon to make 
claime to our favour; his Father's 
propertie is involved, as that of fo 
manie other of the King^s Friends, 
in the Misfortunes of the times, and 
my Lord Brereton would confer with 
my Hujband on this matter, and doth 
propofe to call at our Lodging to 
morrow at 10 of the Clocke. 



Since the publication of a Pam- 
phlet, entitled. Killing no Murder ^ the 
Protestor hath become fo fufpicious 
of Treacherie as is pitiable to heare 

of. 
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of. It is fay'd he hath of late made 
the rounds of the pofts at Whitehall 
in Perfbn, and doth continually change 
his fleeping Roome, He difmifled 
not long time ago his moft faithfull 
Guards and Officers, and for fome 
while paft hath worne Piftolls con- 
cealed in his Dreile ; one that knew 
his Mother did afTure mee her Death 
was haftened by her perpetuall feare 
for his Life, fhee would ftart at the 
firing of a Mufket, and was ill at 
eafe if fhee faw not her Sonne every 
day, to be certified of his Safetie* 

No marvel that he is confcience- 
ftricken, who hardened his Heart 
to the cries of the Irijh People, and 
was the flayer of Thoufands, defence- 
lefl^ Men, Women and Children, 
men in the SanSiuarie, whither they 
had fled for fafetie ; who did caufe 
to be torne from wretched Families 
their young Daughters to fell them 

by 
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by hundreds in the Plantations : and 
fold for Slaves his fellow Countrey- 
men, whom the chances of Warre 
left Prifoners in his hand. Never- 
thelefle men faye, in his fanatick no- 
tions of faving Grace, hee cafteth a 
Cloke over all his Sinnes ; the day 
hath beene that he would have fay'd 
Is thy Servant a Dog that hejhould doe 
this thing ? 

Mr, Evelyn called : at his depar- 
ture left with us a Paper containing 
a fhort Memoriall of his little Sonne. 

Died, laft moneth, Mr. Rich the 
Protestor's Sonne-in-law, 

• 

The Cold continues very fliarp, 
the Winde northerly, no hope of 
change. One paffing neare the little 
Turne-flyle in Holborn^ faw two 
Boyes of the Prieft's Schoole feeding 

or 
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or endeavouring to feed a ftarved 
Crow, which was frozen by the 
Feet to its Prey; it flapped its 
Wings feebly now and then, and 
prefently died. 

Heare my Lord Winchelfea is about 
to be rnaried againe ; have reafbn to 
thinke it not unlikely and fee no of- 
fence to us : my poore Daughter left 
no Children^ and the Earle did la- 
ment her Death as much as was in 
his nature; and as hee had found 
Contentment in the maried ftate, fo 
there may not bee imputed to him 
difrefpedt to her Memorie if hee 
againe feeke, although it be fome- 
what haftily, the enlivening Societie 
and Comfort of 'a Wife. 

My deare Life left London this 
day, hee having prefling BufineUe 
both at Parham and in Lincolnjhire ; 
and it feemed beft that I fhould re- 
maine here. Some 
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Some Paflages copied from Mr. 
Evelyn* s Memoriall of his Sonne, 
he having given me permiflion. 

" Jan. 27. After fix fits of a Quar- 
taine Ague with which it pleafed 
God to vifite him, died my deare 
Sonne Richard^ to our inexpreflible 
Griefe and Affliction, 5 yeares and 
3 days onely, but at that tender 
Age a Prodigie for Wit and Un- 
derftanding ; for beautie of Bodie 
a very Angel ; for endowment of 
Minde, of incredible and rare hopes. 
To give onely a little tafte of fome 
of them and thereby Glorie to God^ 
who out of the mouthes of Babes 
and Infantes does fometimes per- 
fect his Praifes ; at 2 yeares and a 
halfe old he could perfectly reade 
any of the Englijhy Latine, French^ 
or Gothic letters, pronouncing the 

" three 
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three firft Languages exadly. He 
had before the 5 th yeare, or in that 
yeare, not onely fkill to readc moil 
written hands, but to decline all 
the Nounes, conjugate Verbes &c.; 
began himfelfe to write legibly and 
had a ftronge paflion for Greeke. 
Strange was his apt and ingenious 
application of Fables and Moralls, 
for he had read Mfop: he had a 
wonderfull difpofition to Mathe- 
maticks, having by heart divers 
Propofitions of 'Euclid that were 
read to him in play, and he would 
make Lines and demon ftrate them. 
As to his Pietie, aftonifliing were 
his applications of Scripture upon 
occafion, and his fenfe of God: hee 
had learned all his Catechifme ear- 
ly, and underftood that part of the 
Bible and New Tejlament to a won- 
der, how Chriji came to redeeme 
Mankind, and how, comprehend- 

"ing 
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ing thefe neceflaries himfelfe, his 
Godfathers were difcharged of their 
Promife. Thefe and the like illu- 
minations far exceeding his Age 
and Experience, confidering the 
prettinefle of his Addrefle and Be- 
haviour, cannot but leave impref- 
fion in mee at the memorie of him. 
Often hee vv^ould defire thofe who 
came to fee him, to praie by him, 
and a yeare before he fell ficke, to 
kneele and praie alone with him 
in fome corner, 

" How thankfully would he re- 
ceive Admonition, how foone be 
reconciled ! how indifferent yet 
continually cheerefuU ! He was 
all life, all prettinefle, far from 
morofe, fuUen or childifh, in any- 
thing hee faid or did. The laft 
time hee had beene at Church, I 
afked him according to cuftome 
what he remembered of the Ser- 
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mone- Two good things. Father, 
faid hee, bonum gratia and bonum 
gloria. The day before hee died 
he call'd to me and told mee that 
for all I loved him fo dearly, I 
fhould give my Houfe, Land, and 
all my fine things to his Brother 
yackcy he fhould have none of 
them : and next morning, when 
he found himfelfe ill, and that I 
perfiiaded him to keepe his Hands 
in bed, he demanded whether hee 
might praie to G^^with his Hands 
unjoyned; and a little after, whilft 
ingreatAgonie, whether hee fhould 
not offend God by ufing his holie 
Name fb often, calling for eafe. 
So earlie Knowledge, fb much 
Pietie and Perfedlion! But thus 
Gody having drefled up a Saint fit 
for himfelfe, would not longer per- 
mitt him with us, unworthie of 
the future Fruites of this incom- 

** parable 
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parable hopefull Bloflbme. Such a 
Child I never faw : for fuch a Child 
I bleffe God in whofe bofome hee 
is ! May I and mine become as this 
little Child, Thou gaveft him to 
us. Thou haft taken him from us, 
blefled be the name of the Lord. 
That I had anything acceptable to 
Thee was from Thy grace alone, 
fince from mee he had nothing 
l^ut Sinne, but that thou haft par- 
doned! blefled be God for ever, 
Amen'\ 




Mr. Evelyn doth intend to infert 
fome fhort Hiftorie of his Sonne in a 
Booke he is about to print, entituled. 
Golden Booke of St. Chryfoftome con- 
cerning the Education of Children. 



Fanny is pale, and caft dowrne; 
wifti I could give her Comfort, but 
cannot as yet. 

Converfatioh 



May 19, 
TViednefday. 



l82 



1658. 

May 20, 
Ihurfday* 



From the Diary of 



Converfation with my Lord Bre- 
reton: like him for the kind Man- 
ner with which hee entereth into 
his Sonnes Difficulties, and his rea- 
dinefle to make any Sacrifice on his 
part, efteeming his Sonne moft for- 
tunate and himfelfe honoured by an 
Alliance with our Familie. Hee 
and my Lordy after frequent deliber- 
ation, do now entertaine the hope 
that fome fort of fuitable Provifion 
may bee made, that may tend to the 
Accomplifliment of the Mariage 
fooner than at firft did appeare could 
bee with prudence. Mr. Brereton 
received from my Hujband a few 
Wordes of reproofe, not unmerited 
yet leniently adminiftered, on the 
part he had adted, feeing that no man 
doth tranfplant a faire Rofe Tree 
from the Garden where it grew, 
lovingly nourifhed, and carefully 

tended. 
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tended, untill he hath firft made 
readie a fitting Shelter. 

To day as Mr. Brereton came up 
to mee to hand me to the Coach, he 
did exprefle in lively terms his fenfe 
of the Favour conferred upon him, 
and then, refped:fully taking my 
Hand and prefling it to his Lippes, 
he did befeech mee to accept his 
dutifull AfFedlion and to beleeve that 
nought could fo adde to his already 
great Happinefle, as to bee a Sonne 
to mee in the place of him whofe 
untimely Lofle he knew I did yet 
mourne ; it wa^s kindly fayd, and his 
young Face fpake more than Wordes. 

Parted from my deare Ti aught er; 
may the bleffing of God be upon her ! 
in his blejfing may her Houfe bee blejfed. 
And may hee who hath fought from 
us this precious Gift, prove worthie 

of 
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Aug. 23, 
Monday, 



of her ! We can ill fpare her, as 
hee will ill deferve her if he bee not 
faithfuU to his Truft; not that I 
doubt his concerne for her Happi- 
nefs, but it needeth much to out- 
weigh the Feares that do naturally 
arife. Time will doubtleffe recon- 
cile mee to my Loffe. 

Have with pleafure obferved that 
Mr, Brereton hath leffe of felfe feek- 
ing than mod men ; he has a fingle- 
nefle of Heart that feeketh firft the 
Happineffe of others : alfo outwardly 
he hath much to commend him in 
the graces of his Pqrfon and noble 
Carriage ; he is a Gentleman of a 
fweet difpofition, yet altogether 
manly ; his Manners gentle and cour- 
teous, yet not deficient in Dignitie ; 
well accompliftied and learned, and 
of excellent Vertue. He is filent, 
and when hee fpeaketh it is in few 

Wordes ; 
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Wordes; yet this not from conftraint, 
or feare of others ; free from all fer- 
vile defire to pleafe, fo hath he no 
feare of offending any ; nor yet from 
povertie of Thought, but is rather 
one who may fay, 

My Minde to me a Kingdome is^ 
Such perfeSt Joy therein I find. 

Thus I doe endeavour to fet forth 
the Excellencies of this young Man, 
that in fo doing my deare Child*s 
gaine may bee advantaged in my 
eyes, and our LofTe bee the more 
cheerefully borne; it feemeth as 
though Faith were weakeft for thofe 
whom we moft love. Gave my 
fweet Daughter a Paper containing 
a feeble attempt to give utterance, to 
the Love and Solicitude of manie 
yeares. At this time I am not with- 
out Trouble and that of a fort where- 
with 

B B 
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Auguft 24, 
Tuefdof, 



Auguft 25, 
fFedneJday. 



with I am well acquainted ; my deare 
Hujband takes ill the Conditions 
wherein he is allowed his Libertie : 
all Parties are fcheming and prophe- 
cy ing, and he under a Bond to keep 
quiet, to him at no time an eafie 
matter, is under continual liabilitie 
of fufpition from the Condudt of 
others who do defire to draw him 
into their Plots and Devices. 

Low in Bodie and Spirrit yet not ^ 
difmayed. A kind of apprehenfive- 
nefle not ufual with mee cometh 
over mee, as I looke at the only 
Child left mee, as if fome unfeene 
Danger threatened her. Shee, though 
fliee too hath lofle in her Sifter*s 
Marriage, feeth no Clowde, and is 
all gaietie and full of Merriment with 
her young Kinsfolk. 

Since the Death of his Daughter ^ 

at 
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at which time hee lay ill of the Gout, 
the Protestor's Health has failed more 
and more. The Lady Claypole did 
vainely intteate for the life of Dr. 
Hewet : (he had fate under his Mi- 
niftrie, and did hold him in great 
efteeme; the ProteBory who had a 
more than ordinarie AfFedlion for his 
Daughter y was forely befett, and fhee 
fo ill : yet would he not yeeld to her 
Ent^eatie, and did onely remit the 
Sentence that he be hanged, &c. and 
allowed him to be beheaded. This 
fmall mercie was likewife extended 
to Sir Henry Slingjby: the other Pri- 
foners, it may be here mentioned, 
who were concerned in that Plot, 
Mr. RuJfelU Sir William Comptoriy 
and others, did efcape ; my Hujband 
was freed from all fufpition of being 
connedled with it, the conditions of 
his Freedome beeing well knowne ; 
and he had in truth devoted himfelfe 

to 
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to his private Affaires, which did 
ftand in much need of Settlement. 
The ProteBor did remaine at Hamp- 
ton Court J during the laft lUnefle of 
his Daughter, whofe fufferings were 
very great : It was fayd he came oft 
to her bed fide, performing, as far 
as his own paine and ficknefl'e would 
permit, the laft fad Offices, until 
fhe was releafed; fmoothing her 
Pillow, giving her Medicines and 
Cordials with his own Hand; mi- 
niftering to her Wants, with all gen- 
tlenefs and affedtion. She deceafed 
the 6th of Auguft. Hee is now 
very ill; his Difeafe is underftood 
to be a Tertian Ague, and hee is 
confined to his Bed. Some that are 
well informed, fay, that hee hath 
declared to his Wife and Familie, 
that he is well afllired that hee fhall 
not die at this time. 

His 
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liisHighnefs*s ficknefle encreafeth ; 
hee was yefterday removed to White- 
hall for change of Aire, but is no 
better ; an exprefle Meflenger is fent 
to his Sonne Henry in Ireland. 

The fits of the Ague do fb encreafe 
that the report at Whitehall to day, 
is, that his Highnejfe is fcarce ever 
free from them, the Phyjitians yet 
hope hee may ftruggle through; 
Praiers are dayly put up for him, as 
one of his Friends was heard to fay. 
Never was there a greater Jiocke of 
praiers going for any man than is now 
going for him. 

When my Lord Say left Whitehall 
this forenoone, the Protestor was at 
that time delirious. It is fuppofed 
that there are frequent private Meet- 
ings of the King^s friends : they 
found their cheife Hopes on the 
Divifions like to bee in the other 

Partie ; 
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Partie; fome fay the Succeflion is 
appointed, others that a Paper, 
thought to bee the Protestor's Will, 
the which hee fent for when at 
Hampton Court when his illnefle did 
become fo formidable, was not to bee 
found, and fo his Sonnes Succeflion 
will be difputed. The Countrey 
will be throwne, it is to be feared, 
into Confufion and Strife, May the 
Lord have mercie upon this poore 
People and fave us from the horrors 
of another Warre. My deare_ Life 
hath ridde up with all Ipeed to Lon- 
don. 

Mr. Evelyn has juft called, my 
Lord Lijle^ Mr. Pepys, and divers 
others : no one knows what to ex- 
pedt. Mr. Evelyn had mett a Friend 
in the Street, who had heard from 
one who was come from the Palace^ 
and had fpoken to a Gentleman juft 

forth 
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forth the ficke Roome, that the Pro- 
teSlor was more himfelfe : His High- 
nejfe fpake to thofe neare his Bed, 
and called on one of his Chaplaines 
to rcade a Text from the Bible that 
he named, to him, and in a manner 
very affedling made fome Remarke 
thereon, and afterward did praie de- 
voutly and humbly. 

So awfuU hath beene this Day, 
and the laft Night, that I feele fcarce 
able to guide the Penne. It is all 
over, the Protestor is no more; on 
this day that he hath ever confidered 
his fortunate Day, His Highnejfe 
had funke into a kind of Stupor, after 
the interval of confcioufnefle yefter- 
noone, but revived a little in the 
night-time, and did utter a few 
Wordes, faying, God is goody hee will 
not leave mee. 

He was reftlefle moft part of the 

Night, 
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Night, fpeaking to himfelfe in broken 
Sentences; after, hee appeared un- 
confcious, though ftill breathing, and 
fo did continue till his Spiritt was 
releafed in the Afternoone, at 4 of 
the clock. During the Night was 
there fuch a Storme as I never re- 
member : People wfere frighted out 
of their beds, Houfes fhooke as they 
would fall, and the Sound of the 
Wind was terrible to heare : but the 
dying Man heard it not. Every one 
that Cometh in has to tell of new 
Difafter : Roofes carried off, Chim- 
nies blowne ddwne, and great Trees 
in the Parks torne up by the Roots ; 
manie of the Linden Trees at the 
Lord Treafurer's in the Strand are 
broken off. 
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Letter from the Lord Willoughby 

to his Wife. 

Deare Heart, 




Aving occafion to fend Lyd- 
gate into the Countrey on 
fome Bufinefle of a nature 
not to be entrufted to Paper, I at the 
fame time make him Bearer of thefe 
Lines to my deare Wife^ whofe ten- 
der Heart will fuffer in that I have 
to write. This afternoone was fent 
out of the World the honefteft and 
nobleft Man in it : Sir Harry Vane 
was beheaded on Tower Hill, not- 
withftanding that his Majejlie had 

pledged 
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pledged his word to remitt the Sen- 
tence, fhould it be given againft him, 
which it was knowne the Soliciter 
Generall had refblved : there is a 
Curfe mcthinks on Kingftiip; and 
the Royall Word is ever to be a 
Mockerie. There was aflembled a 
vaft Multitude, numbers at Win- 
dowes and on the tops of the Houfes : 
as Sir jff^rry pafl^d within the Tower 
railing, the acclamations of the Peo- 
ple were loud, manie crying out, 
T^he Lord goe with youy The Lord 
helps you. He did make acknow- 
ledgement by taking off his Hat at 
different times : as the Sled was 
drawne flowly through the Crowd, 
I heard one who flood neere the Sled, 
fay to him, it was the mofl glorious 
Seat he had ever fate in ; he an- 
fwered him', // is indeed; one man 
who had knowne him in New Eng- 
landy prefled forward to bid God 

blefTe 
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blefle him, the Teares on his fur- 
rowed Face. As he ftood on the 
Scaffold the multitude were , ftrucke 
with Admiration at his noble Pre- 
fence as hee began to fpeake to them: 
but he was prefently interrupted by 
Sir yohn Robin/on, who was there for 
this intent, and who ordered the 
Trumpeters to come neare, and found 
the Trumpets before his Face, to 
prevent his being heard, and this 
was done feverall times, and his 
Notes were rudely fnatched from his 
Hands as I am credibly informed, 
but did not fee it ; the People were 
much moved by what he fay'd, and 
it was feared they might be wrought 
upon in a degree like to be dan- 
gerous, if he was permitted to go on 
with his Difcourfe. As he knelt 
downe, one that was neare heard one 
or two ftiort Sentences, fuch as, / 
blejfe the Lord who hath counted me 

worthie 
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worthie to Juffer for his Name. I 
blejfe the Lord I have not deferted the 
righteous Caufe for which I fuffer. 
Such, deare Wife^ was the end of 
this good and upright Man. As the 
People went their way after the fatal 
Stroke was given, there was much 
murmuring : they^ fpake one to ano- 
ther of his manifold Ve'rtues, his in- 
tegritie in Office ; while fome fcru- 
pled not fcoffingly to jeft on the worth 
of a Kings Promife, and others, 
whofe Garb betokened them of fome- 
what better Rank than the crowd, 
did with great warmth enlarge on 
that Speech of his in the Houfe fome 
while ago, when he did fupport the 
Petition of the Royalifts, Prifoners 
fold for Slaves in the publicke Mar- 
ket at Barbadoes by order of the Pro^ 
teStor. His Majejiie is blamed by- 
many, I mett Mr. Pepysy who had 
witnefled the Execution, and hce 

iayd 
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fayd to mee, the King would lofe 
more by this Man's Death than he 
would get againe for a good while. 
Tho* of late differing from Sir Harry 
Vane J there had beene no perfonall 
Enmitie betweene us, and greatly 
defiring, in remembrance of our for- 
mer Friendfhip, to fee him once 
more, in ^companie with others of 
his Friends, I vifited him on the 
morning of his Death. Why^ fay'd 
hee, Jhould wee bee affrighted with 
'Death ? I bleffe the Lord lamfofarre 
from being affrighted with Death j that 
I find it rather Jhrinke from mee than 
I from it. Kiffing his Children he 
gave them his Blefling, faying, the 
Lord would be to them a better Fa- 
ther than he was : told them not to 
be troubled for him, he was going 
home to his Father. I have writt 
thefe particulars for your private 
reading. Farewell, fweiet Wife^ 

whom 
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1662. whom I dearely love, yet would I 
rather be the dead Sir Harry Vane^ 
than one who muft be namelefle. 

Willoughby. 
Strand, 
This 14M day of June 1662. 
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1663. 

Ind as I grow older encreaf- 
ing reluftancy to take up 
my Penne ; it may be that 
I am lefle moved than formerly by 
publick Events and Circumftances, 
and more difpofed to wait for the 
end, wherein if we patiently wait, 
will be made manifeft the purpofes 
of the Divine Government ; alfo I 
am led to beleeve that it is fafer for 
mee to looke to prefent Duties with- 
out looking backeward or forward, 
which doth ofttimes diftradt the 
Minde or overweigh the Spirit with 
more care or trouble than doth of 
right belong to the time being. 

Taking 
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1663. Taking by chance out of my writing 
Drawer this little booke in which 
are infcribed many Paflages of my 
paft Life and Experiences, I did 
open it and read fome ; and feeing 
that for nigh four Yeares nothing j 
hath beene added thereto, for the 
fake of my deare Daughters^ who 
hereafter may not unlikely perufe 
this Memoriall of their Mother^ I 
will endeavour fhortly to fill up the 
fpace to this time, and this under 
fome degree of folemn feeling that 
when thefe Wordes are read by 
them I fhall be no more in this Life, 
but have pafled to Judgement. And 
here it feemeth to mee, not out of 
Seafon to exhort you, my beloved 
Children, to remember, that fuch 
as ye are made by the difcipline of 
Time, fuch ye will be when Death 
opens the Doore and ye pafle into 
Eternity. During thefe few Yeares 

great 




great changes have been wrought in 
Publick Affaires. The fudden Death 
of the late Protestor was followed 
by anarchie and confufion ; his Sonne 
was fpeedily and quietly fet afide : 
the Republican Partie were for a 
while uppermoft, and they re-called 
the old Members, who had been ex- 
cluded from the Houfe of Commons ^ 
and ftrove to build up a fimilitude of 
the old notion of a Common wealth, 
but there was Divifion and Weak- 
neffe : fome abandoned the Scheme, 
and imagined to bring back the 
Monarchie under reftridtions that 
fhould fo limit the prerogative of the 
Crown, as to keepe a juft Ballance, 
and fince it was Ikyed, fo many were 
for a King, why fhould it not bee 
the rightfull Heir to the Throne? 
Others fayed, they objefted not to 
a King, but would not have a Ca- 
tholicke, which would bee to perill 

the 
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1663. the reformed Religion and the Li- 
bertie for which they had fought 
and ftriven : my deare Hujband did 
moftly agree with thofe who would 
reftore the exiled Monarchy and did 
privately conferre with Sir Buljirode 
Whitelockey General Fleetwood^ and a 
few others. But whether they moved 
too flowly, or differed in opinion how 
to adt, I know not : Whitelocke was 
threatened with Imprifonment, and 
betooke himfelfe to the Countrey, to 
be out of the way, leaveing the 
Great Seale with his JVifey to be de- 
livered to the Speaker. So it was 
for a time, that the Nation might be 
fayd to have no Government. My 
Lordy when he did perceive that no- 
thing was to be done in that direc- 
tion, joyned the Royalijis and did 
fupply them with Money to buy 
Arms. Then it was agreed that a 
Rifing fhould be on a day fixed in 
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July; it was in the yeare 1659, 
My Hujband, in conjunftion with Sir 
Horatio Town/end, was to take pof- 
feflion of Lyn; Sir George Booth 
ifTued a Proclamation in the North, 
calling upon the People to aid in 
forming a fettled Government, yet 
not nameing the King ; but it ap- 
peared that the Plott had beene dif- 
covered, a letter of the Lady Mary 
jEZi?i^^7r^ was intercepted, and (he was 
arrefted ; and prefently my Hujbandy 
Sir George Booth, Sir William Comp-- 
ton, alfo I thinke the Earle of Stam- 
ford, Collonel KoJJiter, were all taken, 
and fent to the Tower. I heard one 
fay afterward, that the Lord Wil- 
loughby did make very merrie as he 
once more entered his former Abode. 
It is farre beyond my poore Abilitie 
to fet downe the ftate of the Coun- 
trie and different parts taken by thofe 
feverally concerned ; I beleeve manie 

were 
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were fore difcomforted and under 
great difcouragement and had no 
hearte to ftirre in the confufed ftate 
of Affaires, the Parliament and the 
Armie were at continuall ftrife, and 
each divided within itfelfe. 



Aug. 24, 
Monday, 



So at laft the Armie in the north 
with Generall Monck, he now Duke 
of Albemarle J at their head came to 
London. Some fayd he was for raid- 
ing himfelfe to be ProteSiory others 
that he was for the King. General 
Lambert was fent to the Tower. And 
here I may ftop to mention that by 
meanes of a long Rope, he, like the 
Apoftle, let himfelfe downe the Wall 
at fome height, and was received 
into a Boate underneath the Win- 
dore, whereat he got out ; but hee, 
poore Man, not content to lie con- 
cealed, was fhortly re-taken and 
brought back to Prifon. Generall 

Monck 
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Monck appeared at the firft to feeke 
the favour of Parliament j and did 
yield himfelfe to the bidding of the 
Leaders; then fbme Ad: did dif- 
pleafe the Citiej and he turned' that 
way : in time the Truth came out, 
that he was fecretly at worke for the 
King. They who did beare rule in 
the Houfe of Commons ^ did now caufe 
Sir Harry Vane to bee put under Ar- 
reft, and kept in durance at BelleaUy 
his Houfe in Lincolnjhire. The fame 
were well difpofed to fbme others, 
fo were fet at Lxbertie my deare 
Hujband after a fhort Captivitie, Sir 
George Booths and their Friends. 
The end came at laft of this mif-rule 
and difturbed Courfe, a Meflenger 
arrived from Breda^ who appeared 
at the doore of the Houfe and did 
make requeft to fpeake to the Lord 
General^ to whom he prefented a 
Letter, which no doubt was expefted 

by 
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1663. by Monck. Afterward he was called 
in, and did then deliver up Letters 
addrefled to the two Houfesy and alfo 
a Paper which did contain the Pro- 
mife of a free and generall Pardon, 
and Libertie of Confcience in Reli- 
gion. Then it was moved that a 
Letter fliould be writt inviting the 
King to returne, likewife a prefent 
of Money for himfelfe and his Bro- 
ther, greatly needed. Some, more 
prudent than others, would have 
flayed thefe hafty Proceedings, in 
order to ftipulate certaine Condi- 
tions, but the Lord Generall 6x6, over- 
rule the matter, faying, it would be 
time enough afterward : which hafte 
was to be repented of, as doth now 
unhappily appeare, men hurried to 
the overthrow of their own Worke. 
In a little while the King entered 
London amid great rejoycings, and 
acclamations of the People. 

It 
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It needeth not to particularize 
more, neither may it be altogether 
expedient : Perfecutions, Imprifon- 
ment, and Death are on all fides, on 
the fcore of Religion, no lefle than 
of Revenge for the death of the late 
King. The Execution of Sir Harry 
Vane ftrucke to -the heart of his 
Friends, and was condemned by his 
Enemies. A yeare ago, or there- 
about, his Majeftie married the In- 
fanta of Portugal, who hath her Con- 
feflbr and Private Chappel, where 
the Mafle is celebraled. 
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To leave publick Affaires — Our 
excellent fripnd Mr. Evelyn is milch 
noticed at Court; he is well pleafed 
that his Majeftie hath given his 
Countenance to the Society which 
he and Mr. Robert Boyle, and other 
learned and ingenious men, fo long 
ago deviled and aflfembled together. 

Alfo 



Auguft 26, 
Wfdnejday. 
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Alfo he hath receaved Prayfe and 
Commendation of his Booke enti- 
tuled, Syha^ or a difcourfe on Trees, 
from the King himfelf as well as 
others. 

Have lately given in marriage our 
beloved Daughter Elizabeth to Mr. 
Jones J the eldeft Sonne of my Lord 
Ranelagh. Doe live in much Re- 
tirement; having a naturall incli- 
nation for Solitude, it pleafeth me 
w^ell: but my deare Hujbandhzth but 
little aptitude for a quiett Life, and 
doth fpeake of again vifiting Bar^ 
badoes and Antigua j and this w^ith 
more ferioufnefle of purpofe fince he 
hath heard from his Friends, that 
his Majejite would likely make him 
Governor of the IJlands. 

Lady Ranelagh is the deare and 
much efteemed Friend of Mr, Evelyn 
and his Wife, and Sijler to Mr. Ro- 
bert Boyle, who hath for her a more 

than 
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than common AfFecSion, and hath 
had a Pidture of her painted in Oyle. 
I thought not fo foone to be called 
upon to give up the laft Lamb of 
my little Flock, whom I would 
faine have kept by my fide yet a lit- 
tle while, and this not for my owne 
fake alone. She may I feare mee 
have to live in Ireland, and hath 
beene fomewhat too delicately nur- 
tured to beare the Hardfhips that 
£hee may have to encounter, yet hath 
£hee a Sprightlinejfle and Vivacitie of 
Dilpofition not prone to magnifie 
Trouble, and ftill leflfe to feeke it; 
and fb farre is fitted to take Life 
bravely. Oft I have thought her 
moft like unto a little merrie Bird, 
and now fliee too is gone from mee. 
How greatly have I been favoured 
in my Children, ^^pretie Playfellows^' 
in my youth, dutiful Daughters, and 
dcare Companions, the Joy and Com- 
fort 
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fort of my advancing Years. The 
houfe would be emptie and filent 
were it not for the found of little 
Footfteppes of more than one Grand- 
child and the happie Voices of their 
Parents, 

Wearied and fomewhat fad at 
Heart, I lay'd down my Penne yef- 
terday, and fhortly afterward was 
fent for to give fome helpe-to one of 
our popre Neighbours. The Leflbn 
came not amifle, and the Worde of 
the Difciple to the blind Man, came 
to my remembrance. Be of good Corn- 
forty arifcy hee calleth thee. There 
was ftill Worke for mee to doe : 
beleave we doe not fufficiently take 
Comfort in this, that it is He who 
calleth us ; howfbever fmall may 
appeare the Dutie, or lowly the Ser- 
vice. Late in the Afternoone as I 
fate in the Windore at the eafl end 

of 
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of the long Gallerie, there fell a 
heavy Shower of Rain ; on a fudden 
the Sun fhone out brightly, and 
above the Wood oppofite, a Raine- 
bow reaching acrofle to the upland 
Field of Corn Sheaves ; it did re- 
mind n>ee of my beloved Mother y of 
her readinefle to draw forth the la- 
cred Teaching contained in the great 
Booke of Nature, and I remembered 
the Day when wee flood together at 
that fame Windore, and I was very 
forrowfull, and there did appeare to 
us then as now, the manie coloured 
Rainebow midft the falling Drops, 
fhe looked wiftfully at my fad Coun- 
tenance as fhee fay*d, Deare Child, 
this beautifuU Emblem as it is made 
vifible to us onely in the falling 
Raine, fo is it not in the vifitations 
of Sorrow that the Heart is glad- 
dene4 by the fweetcft Tokens of 
God's Love ? Sorrow from His Hand 

hath 
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1^63. hath ever Sweetnefle mingled there- 
with, it melteth the Heart, which 
doth more readily yeeld itfelf to the 
Divine Will, to be as Clay in the 
hands of the Potter. Thus, or in 
like Wordes, fhee fpake. How great 
have beene my Priviledges, much 
hath beene given, much will be 
required, ' 

It hath beene permitted mee to 
feele as Yeares increafe. Faith 
ftrengthened, Ipirituall Perceptions 
quickened, and fpirituall Difcern- 
ment enlarged ; praifed be God^ in 
whom is all fulnefle of Knowledge, 
Grace, and Truth. 



Saturday, 



Bufied this Forenoone in ordering 
fome changes in the Houfehold : 
looked over the Linnen and made out 
a Lift of fome that could bee fpared 
for my daughter Brereton ; in the 
toppe of the Linnen Cheft found one 



or 
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or two of my fir ft Babie-cloathes 
ftrewed with Lavender, carefully 
pinned up and put away by poore 
old Nurfe ; tooke up the lace Cap, 
the two who had worne it fir ft, my 
little Sonne my precious Williamy and 
my Beloved Daughter Dianas both 
taken. Can I now fay // is well? 
all things vifible will pafl!e away, but 
the unfeene will remaine, fo if the 
Heart loveth thefe, its Treafures are 
fafe in Heaven. When evening came 
I walked/orth ; the Sunne had gone 
down behind Framlinghaniy leaving 
a bright golden Edge upon the nar- 
row ridge of darke Cloud ;^ the Aire 
was foft and the Gillo-flowers on 
the low Wall gave out a pleafant 
Perfume as I pafled; ftopped and 
pluckt fome of the pale yellow Flow- 
ers as I thought of the day whereon 
my three little Maidens brought the 
young Plants from the Caftle, and 

planted 
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1663. planted them here, the while I flood 
bye looking at their happie Faces ; 
now one is not, and the others are 
farre from mee. As I walked to & 
fro on the Terrace faw the Rookes 
as they flowly winged their way over 
head to their Nefts and young broods ; 
how fmall a thing maketh the full 
Cup to overflow, the Tears rofe to 
my Eyes, my home was deferted. 
As it became darker the Starres, 
which did at firft fhow but dimly, 
were now bright and fparkling; 
There was fcarce a found, the Birds 
were all filent, fave the Corn Crake, 
which uttered its harfh Note afarre 
off; a Bat flitted paft, neare to my 
Face, the (hapes of things became 
indiflindt, and no Shadow marked 
the Houre on the Sunne-Dial: a 
little gufl: of Wind rofe, and ftirred 
the tops of the Trees. The ftill- 
neflfe of all around was very folemn ; 

a fweete 
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a fweete feeling that could not be 
uttered of lowly Thankfgiving and 
Love fpread over my Heart. The 
Lord was very gratious unto mee ; 
it was a Seafon of inward Peace, as 
of outward Silence and Beauty, and 
my Heart was ftirred as the Threes of 
the Wood are moved by the Wind. 

Came into the Houfe, and feeing 
the Sand-glafle that I had turned at 
Sunne-fett that it was runne out, the 
Prayer arofe that fb my Life might 
rumie its courfe, and gently ceafe. 
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